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keep be unity of the: ſpiri in tb land ꝙ pence. 


> inſtituting his Supper; and- one thing 


ve havr too manꝝ in 


ve prorniſe wheng wen meet at his aber? 
et Chriſtians reflect on che agreement amopg 
7 perſons confederaredtin any wibkrd defign, 
and bluſh to think æhat common guilt ſhould 
do more to holdfagh men together khan the 
ſame common:priiviegss and conmnon hopes 
i 0 prevent diſſentinb amengahemo;., 1 
Z 1 Amdeowere:this- 4 proper place for e, we 
mighi further remark 1t,,as matte ot the 
greuteſt lamentation ofall; xhat thꝭ Sacrament 
* of the Supper, Which {ſhould be the center of 
union to: the Chriſtian world, inſtead of al- 
ways anſwering that end, hat too often been 
> -one/of the chief engines to divide menrinto 
paities, and the principal means to ſharpen 
and halloo the zeal hf one party: againſt ano 
ther. We need not go ſo far back, as the 
animoſities among ſome foreign Proteſtants 
in the beginning of the Reformation; I fear, 
inſtances: nearer home. 
Is it chat this Sacrament hath Of itſeli this 
tendency ? Oribecauſa men cannot be gon - 
tented to let others æmjdy the Ordinaure of 
the Goipel in that ſimplicity in which Chriſt 
leſt them to his imme ſiate followers; nor on 
the ſame Terms of Communion as were then 
thought ſufficient? Be that as it may; the 
duty of all communicants lies plain, Does a 
SAX HEY) 2 It Mn perſon. 


a) 
rſon * love our Lord Chitin buuvriy i 48 
835 re belon —— 
whether he be of the particular Comm 

dn whit am a member of, or of ſome 

ber thouphic ſnould be of one from which 
I am excluded, becauſe not able to comply, 
without offending my conſcience, with the 
conditions required: ' In chis caſe; I am not 
preſently to ſhut him out from a ſhare in my | 
 -Qions, but to'accotint him as a brother, 1 Cup 
Whether he will eall me by that name ot no. 1 
And whenTthink that all good Chriſtinns are te 
of the ſame family, and united to the fame oj 
head, how diſtant ſoever in place, or, perhaps, *f/G 


in opinion, I am to ſtretch my heart as wide bi 
as poſſibly I can, that I may take them in all, allo 
hot m5 that the ſame heaven will re- . 
-ceive: us at laft, though the ſame place, © of 
— neceſſity, or from —— — . 
cannot hold us ech 

(.) The Lord's Supper being —— 1 he 
e 


 fecrifice; we have à fellowſhip therein with the 
* \and with bis Sou Fefus Chriſt. The 
-- tabernacle} or temple; under the Law, was 

the houſe of God, the altar his Table and 
che ſacrifices brought to be offered there were 


and 
no longer the offerer's, but the t proviſions fell 
of God's houſe, and are therefore — the Cu 
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Let permitted toi partake of his own 
— not to conſider 1 K as his on, 


2 Gochs, and to loek upon himſelf as 
Church thbel Lord's 


a And: 1$1ag6.every Chriſtzan 
houſe, though not in cx- 


acly the-ſ@ameſenſe as the; Temple was {0.7 


ils not the>-Communion-Table: called h thc 
Table of the; Lord. And what; is provided, 
N the Lord's Supper # 


And the Sacramental 
Cups in particular, {The « Cup. of the Lord? 


e Thiele destens, O-my foul, ofthe honour 
. ec to Nhich thou art raiſed, that the Lord 
4 Jeſus Chriſt. is maſter of che feaſts, and that 
God himſelf vouchſaſes his preſence, and 
e bids every worthy receiver welcome to the 
# af entenminmens.of his Sy Jag 1s ſome- 


34 — in Dh CREED palace. The 
© Apoſtle Paul takes notice, * — they who 
partook of the ſacrifice offered to idols, or 
* demons, had felowſhip: with thoſe demons, 
and were thereby « 


fed from having“ 
fellowſhip with Chriſt, by drinking of his 
Cup, partaking of his Table. It will 


not be amiſs if we ſometimes conſider that 


11 um our 


1 1 1 Cr,. 21. i. 20. 


Sy Cor. x. g, 21. 
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cr forefathers; being idolatrous Genies, 
wWercamong bn — 
ale Gadsg and ſtrungerd to the true zanhile 5 
6; her denden dants browght. vibe 
be Blot ncaror than dur hỹür IF] 
Then HOO; r near han Go,, pecu- | E 


Haft pense the mlelveh under the Law; for, 
-agrecably to the ſuperibr excellency of our ſac- 
\ Fee; is ehr greater ꝙ ffeedom ot accaſs to 
G85 who) having deſtewed on us the adop- "| 
tio ö "ſons, hath. Leis, forels rhe jp 
Fon into ot. rare) i 11 Aobn, 
3the piris of Muhen b. but be regu wy 
to encourage Which fine! ſpirie, and humble 1 
boldneſs towards God; the whole frame of 
the goſpel diſpenſation is VHbly fitted, and 
particularly the Ordinance of the Supper ; Ms 
we are now treated triore as children, arid art, £ F 8 

emphatically'ſpeaking; e pennt ear unte the i ? 

Lord. 19837 f MN 307 MPN? 14 

NOW Endep Het ds the Nature vf thlb Or- = v6 
ae that 8 the bread twhith we'break is E 
e Onnen of the boy e Orig; and the hh 

cup of bleffing Fob toe big is the Communion Wt 
ofthe blood rf Cre, what nranner of perſons k. 

Güght Chriſtiam commumcants to be in all 

Purity of heart, and holineſs of converſation, I FE 

' who are received into this intimate converſe $ q 
Vith the holy God, and with nus Son Jeſs ff. 

» hriſt, 


F Eph. f. 13. t Gab iu 6. l Rom. vill. 19. 
5 1 Cor. X. 16. 1 q 


5 ; 


- 


cs 9 
nage of his "holineſs ? bar 
de e le "Ai Fi ip 


I 5 £7 5 Fer 


* =: Uk Ae bob; 
| one with another 1 2 


Chit bi, Sen tltanſ- 
fe 8 8 


e e be 

„Hueſtipn our being Paine eh 
1 5 prodch to him; bur that he hath 
* pars 810 e py condeſcending to 
Foot Weakneſs, and, "ih bal 


Hide ck er. ror 
h yrs Hebthat in 85th Kis 
Table wif not deny u dis preſenee and en- 
Verse thete. Let us acknowielge'onr un- 
i; 3 þ*epareaneſs for botimmumion Wa God, and 
the backwafdheſs of our bad hearts to itꝶi but 
let us not doubt bf Coche illinghett th have 
$-commiution with us, provided only that we 
eome not iwỹů! Mora uhc ae or pollü- 
,, ten for we are never to forget this} thar 
- &F- without holineſs we can na more be really 
4 + nights God incthis work. that: wel cun ſec 
his face in the next; and it would be very 
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af 0 our Saviour's body, and blood, | 
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| ö 
nd God's coyenant with us, being a viſible, fign 
den or token of his coyenant-fayour towards us? 
ſpeaking 


Tze foul, by faith, may hear go 

48 toit tier ſome ſuch manner as « Come 
„ < hither, O thou whom 1 love 1 do here 
ey promiſe upon the body and blood of my 
hat © Son to be thy 8 to do for thee all 
25117 nl << that can be expected. from that title; and 
let this body and blood be witneſs between 
be: wms and thee, for the performance of my 
en?“ © promiſe. —With all poſſible humility and 
5 0 grateful joy (replies The ſoul). do I accept 


UK < thy offer, O moſt merciful God, and on 
Ing Wl << the ſame ſacred 285 I promiſe, tobe 
MA KC thine. —Taki Sag t O Father Almighty, | 


WM © for ay 9 Sk father, my ſovereign. 
| everlaſti 


r © Owner, an Ring, portion! — Thes 
Ft of O Son of God, for my all- ſufficient Re- 
nete < deemer and only Advocate.—And putting 
8 5d « myſelf into the hands, and under the con- 
be © dud, of the holy Spirit as my Sandtifier... 


« and Guide * my Helper and Comforter, 1 
« preſent myſelf a living ſacrifice, holy, ac- 
„ ceptable to God, which is my re 
e ſervice! I take the precepts of the Goſpel . 
24-8 for the rule of all my actions, and rely up- 
on the promiſes of it as the immoveable 
foundation of my hopes. I reſign — | 
„to thy diſpoſal, Pc: myſelf bound 
ce to liveto thy glory, and vow by thy grace 
e to be obedient and faithful to the death. 
E « This 


N 


et This is not the firſt time I have thus cov- 
*«'enanted, but now I cheerfully renew the 


*« engagement, being ſenfible that I cannot 
* be bound too faft. I amt continually in 
< feur, if the cord be not ſtrengthened, leſt 
1 this” fluctuating world. 1 ſhould break 


from my anchor, and be driven off from 
 thiee.” Ido here therefore again upon the 
ce body and bled of Chriſt ſwear to be. obe- 
0 redand faithful. Lord, thou art wir- 
ce hes to my oath,” Be thou my help 1.— 
Cam any t 
binding tha 


covenant fo tranſa&ed.? © 


It follows,” that the Lord Supper-is 4 
means ard ſign of our participating in the 
berg fits of. the Lecks; ' fuch'as peace of .. 8 
colifvience;-joy inthe holy” Ghoſt, ſtrength ,, 


of grack, and fore overflowing hopes of fu- 
ture Bleſſedneſs. I have not mentioned the 


pardon of Hin; "becauſe whenever the ſinner 
repents, and applies to the blood of ſprink- 


ling; his ſins are immtmnediktehy) forivers him; 
his pardon is not delayed till he. comes to 


the Saerarnent; nor; if a man come to it in 
an unrepenting and unpardoned "ſtate, does 
he go away juſtified, only for the merit of 
this action; which, I fear, is the miſtaken 


notion of ſorne, who ſeem, to make uſe of the 


Saerament, as too many in che Church of Y 
2” -" of Coe, e to Fg ' 


the 
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the old ſcore, that they may. go upon a new 
one; a miſtake. too dangerous to be ſlighted, 
and too abſurd to need a long. confutation. 
All ſuch choughts are effectualiy overturned 
F. this one conſideration, that the only terms 
e Lede are faith and repentance; 
fal working by love, and repentance iſſu- 
ing in obedience; ſo that where theſe are, 
there is forgiveneſs; where theſe are wanting. 
in vain does any one take ſanctuary at the 
Nut Table, which can 'no more afford 
elter to ſuch, than the Altar did to the mur- 


derer that fed to it. The law is ex- 


preſs, „ 1 Te alt late him from 
my altar that be may die. But though 
God h hath no Where 170 the forgi veneſs of 
Tin to men' 8 OY Sacrament, yet 
fince for iwenels it. Fe the 1 0 
ſenſe of thar tiven are two th ings an 
the latter admits of variety of degrees, we 
may hope to find great advantages. by con- 
ſcientiouſly attending on the Lord's Supper, 
withregard to the alſurance of God's forgive . 
2405 2915 and à lar ger effuſion of the. dirt 
it and kolineks, and, conlolation, pon. 
vs, f 3 all this the Sacrament of the Supper 
POPC, means, as it tends to beget in us 
pious affections and holy purpoſes, on 
755 God will never fail to confer his cove- 
nant Peu 5 : | 
— What 
1 t Exod. Xxxi. 14. 
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What thankfulneſs, what love, what i in- 
dignation, what zeal, what deſire muſt the 
ſight of what is here beheld, raiſe in an in- 
genuous mind ! Thankfulneſs to God, love 
to Jeſus, indignation againſt fin, zeal in the 
ſervice of our dear Lord, and deſire of bein 
approved and accepted of him. No Ordi- 
nance better fitted than this to kindle devour 
affections, wherein we have the Prince of life 
crucified before our eyes, ſuffering, bleeding, 
groaning, dying, and all this for our ſakes, 
to fave us, and deſtroy fin; a ſcene fitted to 
Work on all our pa ons, and at the lache 
time to engage the concurrence of our. rea- 
Tonable powers. Our affeckions! in this Or- 
dinance can never xe Prought up to that de- 
gree I. mean the affectigps before edel | 
ech hur "that © our ec will approve, 
and even require more. ; to which let me % 
that receiving. the Siren bein in teſ- 
pet of, the ſincete Chriſtian, an act of obedi- 
ence 2nd love, both to God, and his Saviour, 
5 Way warrantably expect that it ſhall, not 

arded. 5 come becauſe it j S his 

95. at 13 is his light ; ; and will 

Goch Peſtow Ohe marks of his Tpecial 
ach upon his willing and cheerful ſeryant ? ? 
And then, as this Sacrament is a means, 
ſo to every worthy receiver, it is a. fign of 
his participating in the benefits of the coye- 
nant, © For FO" O my ſoul, this _ 

1 % an 
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8 ee dee ' nennen 
ab? drinking was not ordained to be an emp 
« ty idle ceremony] The thing 1 | 
ce thy feeding by faith on the y. and 
« Blood of Chrilt ; or rather thy comriuniy: 
« ca in the glorious and happy 8. 
« his Body broken, and Blood med. So in- 
« deed thou doſt at other Times, but more- 
* particularly now, that thy faith in a cruci- 
« fied Saviour is actually exerted, and ac- 
« companies the memorials of his death. 
« He that gave himſelf for thee on the Croſs, . 
« and giyes himſelf to theę in the Sacrament 
« of the Supper, can withhold nothing from 
« thee.” Does not the very time ſeem. to 
juſtify our expeCtation-of partaking . in he 
grace of our Lord Jgſus Chriſt, the love of God, 
and the fe/low/hip of the Buy Ghoſt ? What time 
ſo proper, to receive the manifeſtations. of 
theſe, i we put ourſelves in a; readineſs for 
them, as when we are receiving the pledges 
of them, and rene wing that covenant in 
which they are promiſed ? Having received 
gifts for men, when will our King beſtow 
them, if not at his own Table? This. con- 
cludes the fifth head, viz. The death of Cbrit 
may be configered as that of. our Sacrifice. 


- SECTION vII. 
6thiy. QUR Redeemer died as a Conquerer. 
So it is expreſsly faid, * that through death be 
N Ea deftroyed : 


* Heb. Ni. 14, 15. 


deftroyed bim that bad * ower of death, that 
7s, the Devil, and delivered them; who thr ous h 
fear of death were all their life-time ſubjett C 
bondage. The wiſdom of God is remarka-- 
bly ſeen ih defeating the malice of. wicked 
men, and apoſtate f pirits, by thoſe very means 
which they make Ae of to bring their eyil, 
CO to paſs, How great was Satan's tri- 
mph, when, having. put it into 'the heart of 
udas. to betray Chriſt, and puſhed on the 
— and Romans to crucify him, he ſaw the. 
dreadful deed accompliſhed! Little thinking. 
that what he ſo rejoiced at would prove the 
moſt dangerous blow to his empire that he 
ever received. Chrift had overcome the 
Devilin the wilderneſs; on the Crols his vic- 
tory over him is rendered more. compleat, 
by the influence of his death to deſtroy fin,.. 
and to aboliſh death, the effect of ſin. By 
the fame act thar'Samp/on brought death 
on himſelf, he involved great numbers of 
enemies of God in the ſame common te 
ſtruction: but, ſtrictly ſpeaking; it was not 
Samꝑſans death that was fatal to the Philiftines,, WW 
but the laſt act of his life; whereas, in the Prfeit 
preſent caſe, death itſelf was the way of vic- his ne 
tory. 8 = Lord, 
There have been inſtances of thoſe who Pacra. 
have conquered at death, and having beaten N 
their enemies, have then died well pleaſed... 
Lo, here is one who conquers by dying, not 
* a 


; common enemy, but the 2 and the: 
Bit enemy of mankind, even death itſelt ! 
He was born that he might die, and: he died, 
1 riſe again. Our Saviour” s be him 
Kat had the power of death is explained, 
by his * af 15 death the fame. word be- 
3 iff in bot places, though differently: 
nd): 1 1 is, appointed unta all men 
i os 12 then Chriſt died that he might 
ſtroy, or make void that death which þ 
Haſſeth upon all men, by obtaining a reſur- 
Nction for all, and for all that do good a 
ſurrection to eternal life and happineſs; 
4 hd by making void all that death had: been 
| ving for ſo many thouſand years, he fruſ- 
Fates, or makes void, the deſign of that wick 
Spirit, through whoſe temptations man 
3 11 oſt immortality, and by whom, as a 
Fort of conqueror, the human race is held in 
' Heb to the fear of death and the grave. 
Thriſt, the ſecond Adam, or head of our 
Race, dying without having deſerved death, 
Ind dying in our ſtead, recovers that immor- 
Wality which the firſt Adam by his fin had 
; orfeited for himſelf and poſterity. Under 
his notion then, let us think of our dying 
ord, when we ſhew forth his death in the 
Facrament of the Supper. Let us think of 
4 him 


1 
* 
7 


2 Tim. i. 10. + Heb. ix. 27. 
1 Rom. v. 12. [+ 


much longer between my death and mx 


ee rf, as that 1 live and die to him now. 


, ting the death of my Redeemer, 1 will 


38 . 


bim as vanquiſhihg, hot 48 0 gti fed. 1 
his death be confidired by us as brig v7 drehe 
of our imimortality, 1 his rel Gon, 1 
Which, in tkis caſe, we dught not to Eparate 
frotit His death, being ſo neatly and fo heel. 7 
farth cofineFted Wich it, as The pledge and 
aſſurance of it. By this means we fall find 
refuge in the ries of Chriſt's death, 
eſpecially at his Table, againſt the fears of 
our own. _ LY 
be Why : mould L fear to die ? Why fear to 
e pafs into the ſtate of the dead? Hath hot "IN 
n my Saviour taſted of the ſame bitter cup? 
Nn Was not his death ſoon: lose by | 
« his reſurre&ion ? In like manner, Hoh 3 
6 die, 1 ſhall live again, becauſe Chriſt MF * 
« fiveth. The interval indeed is like to be 


= 
13 
* 
* 
ty 
[4 
. F 
L W 
» 3 
5 
4 
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« fefurrectiom; but what of that, ſince the 
« ſouls of the fairhful immediately g o*to be 
«where Chrift is; and J have the ſame cer- 
te tainty that I ſhall riſe in the laſt day, as 
« that my Redeemer is already riſen : and 
«that 1 ſhall riſe to dwell with Chriſt for By © 


« For this reafon, while j am commemora- 


take the occaſion to celebrate his conqueſt 
« over death, and to comfort myſelf with the 
tc proſpect of that univerſal triumph of all 
his members over it, which is reſerved to 
« compleat 2 


635 57 
« compleat and crown che ſolemnities of the 


e © laſt day. O death, wbere it thy fling ? 

„ O grave, where is thy victory fi The Ning / 
A deaths fin, and the ſrength M fin ir the law, 
* but\thanks be to Gbd, tubo gi verb us the vit- 
.'$ © tory through Feſus Chriſt our Lord.“. 


„Cad hight exelied bin z und given bin i cums, 


„and things on emiub, and thingsunter is earth); 


S 8 Ghrift is Lan, 20 che hi e 
Phe while world is ſubje 


Jibhy. Me may confider ube death of Ghrift as 
= the ground of his exaltation. + For becauſe he 
= humbled himſelf, and became obedient to death, 

8 even the deatb f the: Creſs, therefore! 410! Harb 


r wbich ii above every niame; that at the name of 
2} Zeus every knee u bow; of: things in hra ven; 


and that 20 tongue ſhould confeſs that" Taft 
: God the! Father. 


* to hib authority, 
and all that Ea df A acknowledge it by''a 
voluntary fubjeCtion:ofithemfatyes to ite In 
another place, God is brought in ſay- 
ing to his Son, 4 Thy throne'© Gudh ir for ever 
and ever,-4 ſeepter Fas gn righteouſneſs — ol 
of thykingdom:4. f hou hat loved righteouſneſs; undl 
$ hatedinighity;t ere God, evenithyl God, buth 
= anointed; thee with the oil glaubigſt iabobs ui 
felleuis; advanced thee) far, above all thoſe, 
who, like thee, partake of the rxoyal:flate and 
dignity. From theſe two places compared 
{ together we learn, that hat was ſo lightly 
pleaſing to God in the death of his Son, and 
that 


G4 Cor. XV. 55-57. + Phil. 11. Ert. 1 Heb. 1. 8, 2* 
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oy God vill beftow.che fame marks of 
TX 31 . as 


102 2 10 14. 1 11 


„lake zur. b.. 


500 


Ty, <1 om 


that for which he hath exalted him to his 1 
.own\right band, inveſting him with all power 
« bothvincheaven and in earth; is the obedience PE 


-anl- ſubmiſſion to the Will of God which he i 
-mantfcſted:therein;; his love of holineſs, and 1 othin 


zeal for the Advancement uf it, which waste Pweſt 
geatiiotive to · His undertaking the Office of 5 00799 
a Mediator between God and man, and diſ- may 
covers itſelf throughout the execution of it. e s 
From the hucmiliation of Chriſt the Son of e {ar 
God, which: is Wees chat apens upon Pow, 
Als of his death} nen thoughts to 9 
hiscexatation:which:foon followed. *: EE 
Juffered, and then entered into glory. From WY 
_kepge. laniunitruted bywhatmechod I'may BY 
gui: dixiv favour, aid: advabec-myldlf % 
„not by praifing bis filial vbetdlende, and , 
at ignation iner ſufftrin oe ile I indulge 
ro > freefnl and x<pihing myfelf;-nor , 5 
b to His v —— Aer am Nome. 
without the love of righteouſneſs in my-own Nome. 
heart and a to the practice of it in 2 
F ˙ \if-"chinke foberty, ih 7... 
dan piſe hy any other way chan that in ok f 
whith!theSot: of God didh>dmraboughr1-do / ;, 
nat imitate him. in his hattet of iniquicy, yer %, 
hut fake who hated it, und becauſe he owe t 
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bie s favour upon me, as on thoſe that are moſt 
wer like him; and that a part of that glory, which 
mce be received as the reward gt his halineſs and 
he bedience, ſhall deſcend on me, Whorhave 

and N othing to produce. of either not even the 
1 bweſt degree of, goſpel-ſincerity. Let this 
Fonvince me of the neceſſity of holineſs, that 
may pleaſe God, and animate me to endea- 
Four 1 the higheſt meaſures of ito ſinct in 
wc ſame degree as I approach my Saviour 
ow, ſhall approach him in happineſt and! 
; Pee e More. idee ttt 


5 ry7 3111 1 
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* 4% of Che ts Hirte. Attac 
1205 TW death ee eee 
# the relation it — - his ſecond; appearances «i! 
| or as aften as We'cal, this his Bread, and rin ? 
his his Cup,,,we;,do-ſhew: his death till he 
ome. Come he, wilh then, and till — 
| tome, his Church on earth is never to ceaſe.” 
| ewing forth his death. Aide af aner 
ered lo bear the fins of many, ſo unto them abr 
ok for him ſhall he appear the ſecond time, with» 
mW fn (that is, an offering for ſin) amo ſaluvn- 
en. He then came to purchaſe ſalvation, | 
Mow ie it. Theſe: two, -vizi the firſt: 
"1 ie 137 oo TJ and e 


N e 0 33 IT 
+ It } Th ; ' TY x f $99 05 


* Heb: ix.” 28. 
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and ſecond coming of Chriſt, how great 4 
ſoe ver the diftance of time may be between 
the one and the Other, ought to be joined in 


the Chriſtian's view; as they are mentioned 


together in the paſſage juſt now cited! As often 
as ye eat this Bread; c. We believe that 
Chriſt died; and to publiſh this belief we ſhew “ 
his death in this Ordinance'; but we believe 
alſo that he roſe again from the dead, that he 
aſcended up far above all heavens,” and that 
from thence he ſhall deſcend in the ſame 
manner as his diſciples ſaw him go into hea- 
ven; and, in teſtimony of this our belief, we 


ſhew his death ill be chm. This Ordinance 


hath a double aſpect in one; it does at the 
ſame time 3 and wind, being 
a thankful commemoration of the meriterious 
thdugh accurſed death which our Saviour 
ſuffered when he firſt came into the world, bß 
virtue of which commemoration it becomes 
a joyful: pledge of his ſecund glorious” ad- 
vent; and as {teh he leſt it to his Church, 
which is never to part with the'pledge; till 
3 to redeem it by his | 
preſence: Ati appearance this is which evᷣ- 
ery lover of Chrift ſhould rejoice to think on, | 
ready to cry out in the extaſies of his paſſion, 
« Come, Lord Jeſus, ' Come quickly { In this 
« myſtery, I fee thee darkly, as through a 
« glaſs. O when ſhall I behold thee face to 
face! When will the fun of pon 
| 4 


( 61 ) 


te break. through all interpoſing veils, that 
« theſe ſhadows may be done away, and his 
« Spouſe the Church have the pleaſure of 
ﬆ ſeeing him in all his glory | Sweet are the 
« approaches he now makes to our ſouls ; 
e theſe diſtant and cloudy views are a migh- 
« ty refreſhment ; how much will the plea- 
ce ſure be increaſed when I ſhall be * ab/ent 
ce from the body, and preſent with the Lord ! 
« Above all, when I ſhall put on my glori- 
« fied body, and, with many thouſands, and 
« thouſand times ten thouſand of his ſaints 
« that have ever lived upon earth, ſhall F 
« aſcend to meet him in the air; be publicly 
ce abſolved and acknowledged by him, and 
ce by him preſented holy and without blame 
« to God even our Father, ſee him arrayed 
ce in, majeſty and love, and fall worſhipping -]. 
te al by feet! Lord, what will our tranſports . 

Did this ſacred action lead us back to the 
death of Chriſt, . and ſignify no more, it 
would be but a heartleſs and a melancholy 
entertainment, we ſhould ſit penſive at his 
Table, and have no object before us, but 
ſuch as were fitted to feed our forrow ; but, 
bleſſed be God, from the death of Chriſt it 
carries our view to the concluding day of the 
world, when he ſhall be revealed in the glo- 

| W 4 ry 


22 Cor. V. 8. b ; + 1 Thefl, IV.-I7. , 


y of the Father, and his holy angels ; and 

thy eyes, 0 Chrifttan, all behold him; ; 

Ae, and not ahother's 5 Thy Saviour died, 
but he is not periſhed; tle ever liveth to 7 
ern the world, and if intercede for his Chure 

he is gone, but not with a de fit ti never m 

to return. And nerds "muſt this be 2 plea- 

ſing meditation to one whoſe ſouf is contin-. 
ually reaching out after his Retlecmer. The. 
faithful Ifraelite Was chara@terized | by! His 
earneſt cxpeckation of re fiiſt Ching of the. 
Meſſiah, the true Christian i 18 Known. by the 

belief and hope of the ſecond'c coming of his. 


Lord; and mY cate. to pre Are for It. The 
ſacrifices under the Law' refigured hriſt's. 
oblation of him ſelf on che Crofs ; but chat che 


Jews Had a diſtinct notion of. is BS. 50 
meatüng of their Tacifices, 2d there Eby 117 | 
their fanh ſupported and affifted in rega of 
that ſacrifice which was to be offered i in the 
fullneſs: of time,! 18 not ſo Certain; z Whoreas the 


Chriffran' hath 1 in his Bands "he memorials | 


of that precious death, à8 a Kind- of ſecurity 
of His c again undder a more 7 5 
form. The appearance 'of Chrift put 


an end to the figures of the Law; this ſe econd | 
will aboliſh the ceremoffial Ord; mats of. 
the Gospel; and pladly will the Church. 


make this Arey faith for viſion, of the 
ſhadow for the ſubſtance, of the ſign for the 
* ſignified. For though 2 love 

this 
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this Ordinance much, they love Jeſus him- 
ſelf more, for whale fake alone they love the 
Inſtitution. * Him having not ſeen they love, 
and in him, though now they ſes him not, be- 
772 2 they, rejcice with J Y unſpaatable, and 
ull 9 y. | | | 
1 i ſo, that I love the appearance 
ce of Chriſt, and am. perſuaded that all thoſe 
« things that are ſaid concerning the awful 
© circumſtancgs ofthat appearance, and the 
ce important and everlaſting conſequences of 
it, ſhall certainly come to pats?—Lord,. 
« what:;mpnner gf perſon then ought I to be 
© jn all. holy. converſation and godlineſs/! Is 
it one end of my partaking of the Lord's 
Supper to declare my belief of Chriſt's 
coming again to judge the world, and to 
be gloriſied in his ſaints? And ought not 
< this to mind me of another thing; which. 
L ſhould propoſe by it, eyen the making 


cf more ready for his coming, and behaving 


«with a conſtant. regard to that great day, 
* that fo i may be able to give up my ac- 
*.caunt with joy? Let: me watch, becauſe I 
know not the hour when our Lord ſhall. 
« come'; and let me. never forget. that ſuch 
« 2s I am at the time of my death I ſhall. be 
found in judgment, aud: that my death is: 
like to be conformable to my life,” . 
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(66. 
REFLEXIONS. 


GER HIS Diſcourſe will naturally 
lead us to make the few following Reflexions. 
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th ſome 


os 3 71 ] HE 'main uſe, and (wi 


_ reſtrictions we may fay) the ultimate deſign 


of the Lord's Supper is the promoting of 
the life of God in the ſoul, and the practice 
of univerſal righteouſneſs and goodneſs; tlie 
nobleſt end that can be accompliſned in us, 
being inſeparably connected with the glory 
of God, and our own final felicity. Ahd, 


perhaps, no one Ordinance advances this 


end ſo viſibly and effectually as this does; 
not only as we are hereby put in remem- 


brance of our duty, and diſcern the manifold 


obligations to it, and do more directly and 
ſtrongly engage to walk circumſpectly, holy, 
and unblameably ; but alſo, and principally, 
as the motives to a holy and Chriſtian life 
drawn from the allurements of example, the 
ties of gratitude, the almoſt irreſiſtible force 
of love; from the moſt amiable and encour- 
a R. AA aging 


130 0, 


h 1 of the Deity, the moſt 

rotpects of atiother Worid, the glo- 
—. — 'of ety" Beyond "the grave; 
and 15 84 6 from t worthleſſneſs and inſig- 
nificancy of att thofe' things which are xlie 
uſual incentives to cor corrupt affeckions, and 
temptations to finful actions, are all compri- 
fed, And, as it were, cloſely crowded: tope- 
il in this one Institution. What one 


in is wanti 5 th exeltiſethie ſpirit of devo- 

on, or tö thereaſe 15 r 4Quate every 
virtae or grace, and to engage ud to grow 
And ET in it 7 Itis a fort of fuminary 

of all the helps And encourage ments which 

God. hach o ch 'us in the Way to hes 

= 80 me 8 * 25 not rake ie in 
this view, TC t *prefen nt2aRion, as 
having'l 255 8 kind'6f CMurmp and 
efficacy to do usa great deal of god, tk - 
out making us a'whit better, "a certainly 
a vet wrong notion of it. Nor can CHNH- 
tians be too Often Watned againſt ſfplictirig' on 
"This rock, which hath been fatal tb mn. 
The Lors Sop is a venerable Taftito- 
tion; but, after” alt, is no more chan ann ih- 
ſtrumental duty, my ſo not to be ed 
with the inwatd power of Chriſtiatfity,ahd 
the ſubſtaiitial virtues of a, good liſe; theſe 
are of indifpe aſible neceſſity, 154 eternal ex- 
cellence”; n all the external Parts and 
offices of religion are of mire" vr Refs" value 
Ss 9 \Secottitig. 
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according to their greater or leſs ſubſerviency, 
as means, accompanied with the influences 
of divine grace, to promote theſe ends; and 
conſequently, where theſe ends are not in any 
degree anſwered by them, all the eſteem we 
profeſs for them, and all the attendance we 
give them, is in the ſight of God of no weight 

or value at all. | 7 
2. By the ſame rule, the character of the 
perſon Who hath a right to come to the Lord's 
Table, and who therefore ought to accept 
of the invitation to come, will be eaſily ſet- 
tled. He that hath in ſome good meaſure 
already attained to that temper. of mind, and 
leads that kind of life which this Ordinance 
is intended, and is ſo remarkably fitted to car- 
N on and perfect, bath the qualifications of 
aA worthy communicant. He hath faith, and 
hope, and charity, is humble and penitent, 
loves his Saviour more than all, makes con- 
eience of every known duty, and flees every 
known ſin; and having the thing itſelf, which 
e call religion, cannot want a competent 
knowledge of it, which he will endeavour to 
render more clear and comprehenſive ; he 
may be very imperfect in all theſe reſpects, 
but will he therefore abſtain from the Lord's 
Supper, when, by devoutly attending upon 
that inſtitution, he may reaſonably hope to 
he aſſiſted in going on to perfection? His 
very ſenſe of his imperfections, as long N he 
| dOES 
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L goes not allow himſelf in them, is a good 


Les. and ought at ohce to encourage, him, 
f and to make him willing'to accept of all the 
helps and d. rections he Can get, in order £0 
9 his. gaining greater Heights. a When he 1 
Faſked—Why. he does not come to the holy 


4 Communion—can he a peal to his Own 
heart, that if he thought it his duty, all cir- 


cumſtances conſidered, he would not, upon 


any account whatever, ſtay away ? How ea- 
iy may this be turned upon him, ant made 
*Zuſe of to convince him, to his own great 


comfort, of the very thing he doubts of, VIZ. 
= his right, and conſequently his obligation to 


communicate. Would he rejoice to come, 
if all hindrances were removed? Then it is 
1 plain he loves his dury't- he gladly-woutd 


communicate, if. he thought he might, arid 


* endeavours to get all the ſatisfaction he can 


in the matter; that is, he diſcharges his duty 
in other inſtances, and would do ſo in this, 
but chat he fears his fin would be greater in... 
coming, chan it is in ſtaying away. Aug is 
not this à proof of that. good! cohſtgente, 
which, if any thing can do i it, muſt entitle! a. 
man to this privilege ? 
But, perhaps, there are- hoſt who fancy 
ſomething more is neceſſary than Ain rich; 
or that the danger is ſo exceeding great of 
cominunicating upon a miſtaken ſuppoſition 


of our having a * when we have none, 
1 that 


668) 
8558 1 10 ta certainty, e of, our having 
fi 


[juſt 60 us in running ſuch a 
We ard. As to the formet, if fte 
5 6 in any parucuar eminent de 82 g 
ES the condition of! falyation, ay 
g00d' ground, ſurely, "to Magde 1. 
80 Run further condition 18 0 to 1 
ya ty us for CONMMEMOT 10 our s Saviour; 
be 55 ter 55 their feat, 41 is their fear be : 

ounded, how very few, that had well 

| vr roo the th ing jo would venture tb Te- 
| 5 the purmber”) 15 1 fo ſmall Þ 
ES le who. can be ſaid to be Certain of their 
meebrity... But let us not trighten' dürſelves N 

here, there i 15 PQ need; oh ſhould come | 
#9; the Lord's. e ho . Being, Attickly © 
4 ER OR ect to partake. bf if, there Nd i 
ang 1nthis ac) ion, l 13 lone upon a rhiltalke, 
Pit Pak may very ſuppote « Goa Wii 1 

Ms: K ad PAT 7207 as long as we core 
ut of C01 Hears ah and. with a pious 1111 

1 11 we are. Vet ſhoxt of a a Chrifhah | ſtat re, 
oF e ey 7 day” to Come up to 
Nor. is there. any thing 10 the f Tale of ent. 
. Ini itutign itſelf tha at ſhould give s theſe PIPE 
terrib e apprehen 10Ns of it. We: Fett us $ ſup- 7 5 
Poſe that WK. had nothing re ating "to this WM ele 
| er in cripture, but the ACCO nt which EG 
9 Evangeliſts have delivered t Go us of the EP 


by W Wa Ti Te/as jus 1 2d ol 
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* Matt, xxvi. PP 


13 


bis is my Blood of the | 
bed for many for the remiſſion of ſin.—and that, 
Nat the concluſion of this holy Feaſt, havmg 
Tung a Hymn, they went. out into the mount / 
iff Olives. | hk Is, there any thing in, the words of 


(87 9 
Maſſed it, and brake it, and gave it tothe Diſci- 
ples, and ſaid-—Take,, cat, this is my Body :— 
and that he took. the Cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, ſaying-=Drink ye all it; for 
Naw Teſtament which 1s 


41 


the Inſtitution, or in the. circumſtances of that 


Y firſt Supper, that thould deter any Chuiſtian 


WM kind, che Eondefdnding familiarity” of tHe 
3H Maſter with His diſciples, and the defign of it 
do keep 


upright ſoul m: 


28 


[ 


* of a ſuber converſation from doing as he is here 
& commanded ? On the contrary, is there not 
every thing to in vite, and in a manner force 


his compliance; the nature of the action bein 
nothing elſe but a e a religidu 


familiarity o the 


to keep up the memory of their Friend and 
Benefactor? And may we not therefore ſafel 
conclude, that nothing we meet with in al 
other part of Scripture can be inconſiſt“ 
ent with the encouragement Which every 
7 draw from the original 
Inftitution; unleſs there is ſome particulat 
reafon, added for itt 
But now that paſſage in Sr. Paul's firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians (which is the place 
that hath given birth tö ſo many groundleſs 
ſeruples -arid terrors, or at leaſt hath been 
made uſe of to feed them) hath nothing of 
in oh | e i a 
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that. nature; it containg. a .reproof of ſome 
in Thar, Cflurch for their receiving the Lord” 8 
Supper in d ſcandaldus, 167 irreverent, and Wl 5 
1 difgrderly a manner, that they m ht very Wl > 
well be faid vat 7 ayeern the Leds Bedy'; mn 
5 obſerving that decorum and ſobriey at | 4 O 5 
e Lord's Table, Which all Chriftians ought | =: 
00 do at their common meals, and much leſs Wt ©: - 
ng a he distinction between that hoy 
, and their Uſual ONES. Who. 
15 lai leis On  this.g gccafior on than the 35 
r WHO H e th at a 125 irreve- e 
Kang Ft 05 A for 2 i nat ty wtthip | IN 2 
ich, we do ha WT > 
from 5 


ell to TR Tee 7625 2 
288. Reel 7555 Hal yaa explain what 
be means To rin 
and, har iy Toon Bo i «ter 
incurred. T r 1 
Kee at EP raced this Park of 
the Apoftle's letter to them, w ll explain the 
farmer, and | what they luffered upon this ac- 
| 19 0 the; latter Spy cate. (as it follows 
in the very next v 24 8 Ju arg 
"ar hd Ws * ee, or die 
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® x Cor. xi. 29. + 1 Cor. xi. 30. 


1 


Wl body "diforders,. Rags and death, were: 
4 that e (| or ſo the word bgnilies) 
27 which ſuch unworthy 1 receivers eat and drank 

, 450 0 themſe ves; not dammation,, as. we com- 


* e underſtand} it, of füture and everlaſting. 


580 4 duniſhment 3. as 18 plain to a, demonſtration 
I 28 Wrom what the Apoſtle himſelf faith, that the OY 
SN ere thus“ 14 40 or  chaſtened of of the Lor 

ill hat they might not be condemmed with the world. 
WA. And this will help to clear the other expreſ-· 


ve. | Won 996 5 27. of their haing, guilty of the. 
NP Ping, ſach a diſreſp ect to the Sacrament. 


fc 's Body and Blood, as would ex ole. | 


| | hem to the dens of God's diſpleaſure h ere 
18 Wnentioned. | 
cre; I ſhall only add, that this inſtance of fever © 
20 3 „was no more than neceſſary, in the be- 


lining of Chriſtianity, to beget in the 
inds of men aj proper reverence for the 
nſtitutions of the Goſpel; and is agreeable 
o the method ordinarily obſerver both b 
od and men, ing making examples of i 
ho arg guilty of the Ef acts of contempt 
and diſobedience againſt their laws and con- 
3 Thus concerning the man that 
ound gathering ſticks on the Sabhath- 
Day, God thus males known his pleaſure; 
Heſbalt. ſurely, be put to dauib; all ube cun- 
pregation ſhall fone him with ſtones without the 


Camp. 


rds 


* Ver. 32. + Numb. xv. 35. 
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Camp. Thus Ananias and Sapphire his wife, 
for bringing part of the price of the poſſeſ- 
ſion Which they had fold, as if it had been 
the whole (which is called ꝓ Hing 0 the holy | 
Ghoſt) are both” of them ſtruck dead upon 
the ſpot. This inſtance of ſeverity, added to 
that other before mentioned, of the infliction of 
diſeaſes and death upon ſeveral members of i 
the Corinthian Church, may. ſeem not very 
well to ſuit with the nature of the Goſpel law, 

which is a law of love; yet when it is confid- 
ered that this was in order to ſecure the great- 
er veneration to the Chriſtian religion, then 
in its infancy, and to convince the world that 
it came from God, ſo it was under his pecu- 


liar regard and protection, we ſhall no long- 


er Wonder at the reaſon of. it. 
4 — bh” 4 * . 


' SECTION 0 


E may get bones att our- 


abus, hs as to the preparation ' neceſſary to ex- 


ery particular communion. Am I called to 
ſhew forth the death of Chriſt ? And am I in 
a ſtate and diſpoſition of mind for this facred 
action? Have I clean hands, and a pure 
heart? Am I under no ſuch ——— 
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of body or mind, as would incapacitate me 


ſor attending upon this Ordinance without 


diſtractlon, and receiving advantage by it? 


Why then ſhould I baniſh myſelf from it? 


It may be I have not been able to ſpend the 


uſual time in the exerciſes of devotion pre- 
paratory thereto ; but ſince this kath been 
through no fault of my own, not out of 
chice but neceſſity, and I think myſelf, not- 


withſtanding, in a tolerable degree diſpoſed 
for the ordinary worſhip bf tlie Lord's Day, 
fo as to be able to compoſe my thoughts, 


and raiſe my affections towards heavenly 
things, why ſhould I imagine myſelf forbid- 
den to approach the Lord's Table ? 

Is much more time neceſſary to empty 


my heart of worldly thoughts and cares than 


I am maſter of? If ſo, I have reaſon to fear 
that I love the world abundantly too well, or 
am too much involved in the buſineſs of it, 


and ſhall therefore do better to ſet myſelfto re- 


move the cauſe ofmy complaints; I meanthat 
inordinate affection to the world, which makes 
it ſo diſicult for me toget leave to goaſide and 
converſe with God, than letting this alone to 
be obliged to have recourſe to certain extra- 
ordinary acts of meditation, prayer and hu- 
miliation, at the approach of every commu- 


nion, and to lay the main ſtreſs of my pre- 


paration-at-leaſt; if not of my religion, upon 
theſe. If this neither be the cauſe of men's 
2 G thinking 


8694.0 


thinking ſuch a particular portion of time 
employed in devotional _— een 

neceſſary to their pre on, en- 
quire whether 2 not ſomething of ſu- 
perſtition in this, which is a thing that will 
not add either to the nt or the credit of i 

Does not our fear of God himſelf 3 

rate into ſuperſtition, when it breeds a ſorvil- 
2ty of ſpirit, and perpetual diſquietudes, ma- 
king us apprehend his diſpleaſure for things 
which we do: not ſee any intrinſic evil in, 
and do not know that he hath forbidden ? 
In like manner, is not our regard to any 
Ordinance ſuperſtitious, when we are afraid 
to attend upon that Ordinance, becauſe we 
have not had time to do more by way of 
preparation for it, than is any where requi- 


red of us? For where is it ſaid that we muſt 4 


ſpend ſo much time in preparation for the 
Lord's Supper, or not come to it? Methinks, 
I would not have ſincere and devout ſouls 
fetter the free ſpirit of religion with unneceſ- 
ſary and even prejudicial rules, and lay bur- 
dens and limitations on themſelves, which 
God hath not laid upon them. As long as 
guard againſt extremes, I am far from 
difſuading or diſcouraging their indulging to 

their pious inclinations; on the contrary, I 
ſhall take leave to offer them a word or two 
of advice, as to the manner of employing 
their 


G x 3Þ 


1me | | | 7D 
tely their time, when they have it, that they may 
en- come to this holy Feſtivab with the greateſt 
ſu- compoſure and n of. ſoul . they. poflir 


bly nn 
Let therm examine: hab as to the = 
bitual temper. of their minds, and the gen- 
eral tenor and flow of their lives, they go 
backward or forward in their religion. Let 
them be thankful for any victories they have 
been enabled by the grace of God to gain 
# over the mſelves and the world, and for any 
* progreſs they have made in. the Chriſtian life, 
and at the fame time humble themſelves be- 
fore Gad for any defects which upon inqui- 
ry appear to them ; that their conformity 
to the example and precepts. of Jeſus. is no 
greater, and that they are not more ſteaday - 
and powerfully influenced by his. love. — | 
the grace of God that hath wrought effectu- 
ally in them, notwithſtanding all. their infir- 
mities, animate them to go on cheerfully the 
reſt of their way; and by the inſtances where- 
in they have been wanting in the improve- 
ment of this grace, let them be taught to be 
more watchful, circumſpect, and IT 
in good works for the future. Let them re- 
flect whether there be not ſore particular 
part of their conduct, which does not ſo well 
ſuit with the rules of their Chriſtian pro feſͤ— 
hon, nor match ſo agreeably with 9 —— parts 
of their character; z whether there be any lib-. 
erties 
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erties or indulgencies, which, though inno- 
cent in themſelves, yet becauſe of their hav- 
ing proved ſnares and termptations to them, 
they ought not to have allowed themſelves 
in ; any gift or grace that needs to be ſtirred 
up; and et them ſtrive to come behind in 
no one ching, whereby they may adorn ww 
doctrine of God, our Saviour. 
As to Meditation, let them elpboialiptnatce: 
choice of thoſe things for the entertainment 
of their minds, which have the moſt appar- 
ent tendency to weaken their engagements: 


with the preſent world, and to ſtrengthen the 


union of their hearts to God and Jeſus, thoſe 
transforming objects ; to enlighten them with 


juſter-notiohs of the nature of true religion if 


and godlineſs, and to ſhew them tke neceſſi- 


ty, the beabty, and the advantages of it, chat 
ſo all the ſprings and principles of a&iviry / 
in the Chriſtian Hife may, as much as poſſible, 
be reduced to this one, of holy love and de- | 
light, or at leaſt may not interfere with it; 
ſuch things as will warm their heatrs with” 
ſentimenits'6f zeal and Sratitude, | render vil 
mort Hateful and deteftable in their e 5 
and,quitken their defires after the perfectio 

of 2 heavenly world. Meditation of this 
kind would bare the happieſt effect u 


them to awaken their drowſy, or to < ee 
and enliyen their drooping minds. and by 


that means would make them approach the 
Lord's 
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Lord's Table with equal care and ſatisfac- 
tion. 

For the ſake of ſome; let me add, by way 
of Caution, - that i our preparations for the 
Sacrament there is end ot prudence, that 
while we are afraid of taking too little time, 
mpoſe taſks upon ourſelves. be- 
yond our ſtrength, and tire and. exhauſt, 
thoſe ſpirits which we ſhould only exerciſe ;- 
the'confequence- of which will be, that we 
ſhall have no life and vigour left» when we 
come to the Lord's Table, and ſo be ready 
to.impute to our indevotion what: is really 
the effect of our indiſeretion. Having made 
us men, creatures compoſed of fleſn and ſpi- 
rit, God requires not of us the ſame: flame 
and intention of devotion, - as from angels, 


9 but conſidereth our frame; and remembereth | 
that ve are but duſt, which is reaſon nes 


why we ourſelves ſhoule do it. | 
4. We may from hence too form 2 judg i 
ment of worthy. receiving, as well as of thie 
worthy receiver. As he is the moſt worthy | 
receiver, who hath moſt of Jeſus in him, ot 
his mind, his image, his ſpirit ſo that is the 
moſt worthy manner of receiving that flows 
from theſe principles. It does not conſiſt in 
rapturous flights of the imagination, and 
ſtrong workings in the paſſions, Which have 
their foundation in the natural conſtitution, 
more than in a clear diſcernment of the ſpir- 
GS 
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itual meaning a intent of the 88 
5 lively ſenſe of the great benefits reſult - 


ng from it. When I have Jeſus Chriſt e vi- 


dently ſer forth as crucified-before. me es, 


am I moved with the thoughts of it a 
much the ſame manner as I am at the recital 
of a ſad ſtory, and does the impreſſion wear 
away like that of a tale that is told? Howev- 
er I may flatter myſelf, theſe are not ſo much 


the operations of grace as of nature. Fhe 


Chriſtian thats aſſiſted by this Ordinance to 
ſee the great evil uf fin, and the loye.of, Jeſus 
in delivering from it, and to perceive. the 
many forcible motives and engagements- to 
all holineſs of converſation that he here meets 
with, ſo as to be more in love with his duty 


(by which only he can know that he loves his bi 
Saviour more) to have his pious reſolutions i 


more eſtabliſhed, the tendeneſs and ſenſi- 
bility af his conſcience! increaſed, and to be 
brought more under the influence of the doc- 
trines and precepts of Chriſtianity in all his 
Actions, this is he who receives moſt worthi; 
1y; whether he hath, or hath not, the happi- 
neſi of warm and melting affections; for we 
are not to make an eſtimate of ourſelves by 
theſe, but by other marks ; theſe; it 15 true, 
are very deſirable things, and to be ſought 
after, though not in the firſt place ; but then 
they ate not neceſſaryin all, and perhaps in 
none at all times, and they may deceive us, 

not 
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, 


| ( 9» 3 
not being joined with the things now men- 
tioned; Whereas theſe latter are of ſuch a 
nature, that in caſe; we find chem in ourſelyes, 
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* Sce the Devotional Exerciſes annexed, 


6 


care of our behaviour we are obliged to in 
the time between. A life of Chriſtian piety, 
being the end deſigned to be promoted by 
every duty of divine worſhip, particularly 
by the Lord's S 

concerned 2 


heats and ſtarts in religion. 


6. We here ſee the advantage of frequent: 


Communions, and the anſwer to the com- 
mon objection againſt them, The advan- 


tage is, that theſe frequent Communions tend 


to promote our progreſs in the Chriſtian 
life ; the objection 


But I very much doubt that in this caſe peo- 


ple deceive themſelves with a wrong notion 


of ſolemnity. Do they mean that they ſhall 
nat come with that unaccountable.awe' and 


dread upon their minds? And what if they 


do nat, as lohg as they are ſerious. and de- 
volt. We ſhould think it very odd rea- 


ſoning ſhould we hear men take up a reſolu- 


tion not to worſhip God all the week Jong 


in their families or cloſets, to the end that the | 


duties of God's worſhip may be the more 


ſolemn, when performed i in his own houſe, 


agd on his own day. And yet the caſes are 
not altogether unlike, An habitual feriouſneſs 
and fervor of ſpirit is undoubtedly, in the 


nature of things, to be expected from the 


frequent returns of holy duties, and not from 
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r, is what we are to be 
not to cee 


againſt them, that Com- 
munions if —— will loſe their ſolemnity. 
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long intermiſſion of them ; and the more 
habitually ſerious we are, ſo much the better, 
and in ſo much the better preparation ſhall 
Wwe be to wait upon God in every Ordinance. 
t us not therefore of choice take up with 
very rare Communions ; or where circum- 
ſtances will admit of it, be againſt having 
them more frequently. If we communicate 
ſeldom, becauſe we cannot communicate 
oftener, we muſt be contented, and do as 
well as we can; but by no means be the 
better pleaſed with our ſituation in this re- 
ſpect, and think we have more reverence for 
che Lord's Supper than ſome have, for no 
lother reaſon than that we do not come to it 
ſo often. In a word, let us ſtudy how to 


nake this and every duty of religion profita- 


eo, to the bulldin og. in holineſs and 
| wad" through faith unto ſalvation, 
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OBLIGATION 


The PROrESSsORS of CHRISTIANITY to 
celebrate the Lozxy's SurpPpzR. 


WITH 


An ANSWER to the Principal Excusks 1 
for neglecting it. 
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Ihe obligation. lying Pang the Are 


1 hriſt to e in th ere 
the Lord's Sup upper, and ſome of en 0 
; Werke which hinder the moſt from 
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% ths Obligation on Ovifians to 2 the g 
Tonxd's SUPPER, Thi ! 


1 | AVING inthe foregoing Tres 
Weiſe explained the nature and deſign of the 
Lord s Supper, becauſe, notwithſtandis the 


apparent excellency. and obligation of this 
Inſtitution of our Savious, . too man * 


AT - 


the neglect of it; 1 ſhall di ins confer. 


—— 
Ber 2 3 


nr 
ing with this obligation. £ 7 


That you may Clearly apprehend 5 8 
ligation lying upon the diſciples.of Chriſt, to 
Communicate in the Sacrament of the, 
Lord's DOT would offer the following 
n to your ſerious and moſt im- 4 
partial thoughts. . 
1. Conſi 275 the expreſſneſz of the . G 
mand. Can any words be more plain and 
direct than thoſe which we meet with in the 
account given of this Inftitution by the 
H Evange liſt 


A „, 05 


Dvangelift Luke. This do in FAienbi ace 
of me—There might have been a little more 
room to queſtion whether this was not a 
2 Command, a Com mand to con- 
tinye in force only while the Apoſtles liyed, 
there being none preſent but the- Apoſtles 
when this Sacrament was inſtituted, if the 
very reaſon or ground of the Command did 
not ſhew the contrary. The Bread and 
Wine in the Sacrament hepity th Body and 
Blond of Chrit; his Botly "broken, ald tis Blood i 
ſhell for ths *emiffion of fin; and Unleſs any 
one will fay; chat we have not the fame con- Ml 
certi in the deati of Chriſt, and the atone- 
ment for fin made hy it, 48 the firſt Chriſti; ans, | 
the argument from hence Will T think be un 
anſwergble . That the facrifice of Chriſt Be- 
ing inteidedaltke for the benefit of A ages, 
1 grape thereby y ecufiried,/ | 
extending to allt rHETnftiturion of che Sup- 
per) We WAs defign ed to lead the thoughts 
and meditations of Chriſtians to chlis ſacri- 
_fiee; muſt equally rd all; eſpecially if 
we adi the wo 14 Aeiloben that he 
Apoftles were to 40 this in Femenbr abt ＋ 
Cle, chat is, after he was gone from then, 
they were to repeat tis action, in order to 
keep up the remembrance of him in he 
wan and to Preſerve 1 It freſh i in A}; 
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"ti is. evident at firſt: fight that che celebras 
ring. his memory among his. diſciples is in 
It neral here intended. And is not the con- 

Lan quences viſſble, that if the followers of 


th Chritt 3 in all ages of the world; are hound to 
the honour the memory of their Saviour, and A$ 


lid much need the aſſiſtance of an outwardl rite 
* to this 1 ſe, as Chriſt's, immediate diſci- 
ples did, chen this precept muſt include the 


"i one as. well. as the other ? Vea, more eſpeci- 
will N ally thoſe who came after, ſince they muſt. be 
. more in danger. of forgetting; their Maſter 
e. chan his firſt diſciples were, who, perſonally 


ders of his life and; death, and * e 
De and aſcenſion, which were. then freſh. tra 
* Yattions ? They might better ſure q 
vich an Ordinance dedicated to the mem - 
9 ty of Chriſt, who never almoſt ſuffered him 
to be out of their, minds ang mouths, than, 


following ages, to whom therefore this Com, 
mand appears to belong from the very, reaſon 
of it ſubjoiged, via. that ĩt was to be in er 
menbrance of Chriſt. And that there-mighg 
not be the leaſt reaſonable. doubt left about 
the. rpetuity of this Ordinance, the. Apoſtle 
aul tells the Corinthians, (and in them the 
Chains * e 150 7 bat a5 often 
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knew him, or, converſed. with. thoſe that dich 
6 and were continvually, talking about the: Won 
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as they eat this Bread, and drank this Cup, they 
did ſbeto the Lord's | death till be came. an 
ee e which would have been exceeding 
improper, if the Inſtitution was to have an 
— ſo ſobn aſter it began. How could the 
diſciples of Chriſt be faid tv pete or repre 
fent his death in this Ordinance fill his cv 
if thoſe only of the firſt e were to ſhew-* 
forth after this manner? Do not the words 
nanifeſtly imply, that as Chriſt would always 
haveia Church upon eürth, ſo it would be 
the duty '6f the members of it; one genefa- il 
tion after another, to comme morate the death 
of their Maſter, till he ſbonld appeur the ſerond 
time, and rerthhe them to himſelf; when thete 
would be no ochun to do ir? The Com- 
manck thereſore J apprehend, as taking in all 
ages, is unde niable, ard conſeguen ti) The of ds) 
ligation upon all to obſerve it; for *I hope 
there ate flone fo abſurd, as While ey sr pro 
Eels to believe the truth of the Gofpt 
off their being | Bound by bar "Commands 
If the Gbr be tris inen HR precept 
it contains is from God; Ras the *of 
his authority, and is the reſult - bf his Infinite 
wiſdom ; ahd'if ſo, What other meaning can 
voluntary diſobettence to any Command 
bear but this, that the diſdbediefit perten re- 
gards not the authority of the Toft high 
God, and queſtions _e wiſdom of his . 


ceepts? 


(9 


cepts? For had he that awe of the divine 
authority, and that perſuaſion of the divine 
wiſdom in any Command or Inſtitutipn, 

which -ſhould and does poſſeſs every piaus 
breaſt;/he would not knqwingly and. wiltully . 


refuſe his compliance with any one injunction , 


of the Goſpel: and indeed he might as con- 


ſiſtently withhold his obedience from one 


Command as another, and from. all as do it 
avoweclly from any one, according to the 
reaſoning of the Apoſtle James, ibat he who. 
keepeth . ibo coole Law, ' and: offends in. one. 


point, that is, voluntarily and habitually, 25. 


guilty of all; guilty of preſumptuouſſꝝ diſown- 
ing that authority which ſupports. all the reſt. 
This is the language of wilfully neglecting 
any Command of God, which holds of the 
Lord's Supper, as well as of other Com: 
mands of the Gaſpel. Wilful diſobedience 
here, as in all other caſes, admits of no ex- 
cuſe, amounting to a practical denial of the 


authority and wiſdom of God in his laws. 


It nearly concerns the abſenters from the 


Lord's Table to take this matter into their 


moſt ſerious conſideration. Are they ꝓer- 


fectly negligent and thoughtleſs about receiv- 


ing the Lord's Supper Do they go on one 
year after another without troubling them- 


ſclves about it; never inquiring whether it 


H 2 f 1 be 
. Fd * 
* 
| '7 
- $5 1 a 


8 Jam. it. 10, 
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be or be not a Command of the Gaſpel, and 
whether it does or does not reach them, and 
oY putting the thought from them when 
"have a ſuſpicion. it does? Have they... 
icitude at all their ſpirits to ap- 
AGE themſelves unto God by walking in 
all his Commandments blameleſs, deſirous, 
to know their duty in its whole extent, and 
7 every Part of it? For certain it 
be not wilful diſobedience, it is a very, 
near approach to it, and carries in it a great 
ſhare ot the ſame guilt. Nor can it I think. 
be ſuppoſed of any ſincere Chriſtian, that he 
ſhould pay ſo little reſpect to the Commands 
of the Goſpel as this; every ſuch ꝓerſon muſt 
be under a real concern to know his duty in 
every inftance (particularly with regard to 
his communicating in che Lord's Supper} 
and to difcharge it when known but though 
he takes ſome care, yet it imay be not all 
that he ought, to clear up the matter to him- 
ſelf, and to diſengage hamielf from all hin- 
drances, that he may not live in the neglect of 
that Which is fo exprevily a Command * 
Chriſt, 225 
2. Conſider the: Pexſdocbiris the imme- 
«diate authot of this Commend, and in mem- 
ory of whom it is appo inted. This is no 
-other than Jeſus Cbriſt i and Saviour, 
to whom we acknowledge ourſclves infinite - 
ly indebted, and would be thought to 5 
the 


82 
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the greateſt affection a regard for. And 
certain it is, that we have the greateſt reaſon 
for chis acknow ledgment, inaſmuch as this 
molt excellent Perſon has given us probes 
855 th, th 35 * kp . for 
Ppline mo urpriſing t can 

imagined. Being in the form. of Cad, and 
having a glory with him before the world was, 


be 44 for our lakes, rate on him the form fe 


ſervant ; and - being found in faſhion as A man, 
4 humbled himſe. 7 et lower, Au became  obedi- 
ext 1 death, cuen the death, of the Crofs,; & 4 and 
to what end, but that he might expiate our 
ſins by his blood, and obtain eternal redemp- 
tion for us? The principle of all that our 
bleſſed Saviour did and ſuffered upon earth, 

and. tranſacts in heaven, is love to the Gnful 
children of men. . + They bein g partakers | of 


; . % and . bleed, Be allo Bimſel Sailing took 


part of the ſame, that thraugh death Be ms 2557 
deſtroy him <ybo. had the power of death, that ic, 


the: Devil ; and deliver 165 who through fear 


of death-were all their life-time ſubject to han- 
dage. Fur verily he took not buds of the fallen 
angelo, to 2 them, but fallen men, be 
ſeed of Abraham. So that it muſt he owned, 
that never was love like that of qur Savioux's $, 
as never-ſorrow was like his. And love 
mein love; the love. of the Redeemer the 

- love 


* Philip. 1 6—-8. Joba xvii. 5. + Heb, ij. 14--16, 
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lere. of, the redeemed. And there is no- 


hniſtian, but makes profeſſion of love to 
Kate upon which let me beg — to reſſect 
a 1IfTIC. = | | 


Hath KChrin love mie, and given him 


Elk for-me ? And do I really Ava n 


Then wall 1 be ready to do every thing chat 
18 neceſſary to eyidence the ſincerity of my 


own love, and the ſenſe 1 have of the unex- 
ampled. oreatnefs of his; whatever" ig a 


ro 5 Da d ble teſt of theſe” I ſhall 
vs com ply with. And is not this the 


reſt 55 ch. our Lord: himfelf has given his 
a0 ples, 15 ye leve me, keep my Command- 
ments 57 Among theſe Commandments our 
E bis death in the Sacrament of 


e Supper is one ; to to which therefore we 


are ob liged as A. tefitmony of our love to the 


Petſon who, lays this Command upon us 39 


and what adds Top much to the obligation 
is, that this great friend of, ours is not only 
the author of this Inſtitution, but the object 
of it too ; it has zn hnmediate reference to 
him, Was appointed in honour of him, and is 
Conſecrdged to His memory. And for the 
Kane realon then AS we are bound to love 
"Chriff, and to have our hearts filled with fen- 
timents of gratitude to him, muſt we not be 
ge to expreſs our love and gratitude by 
OL our 


2 : nr” > , "+: 
+ Gal. ü. 26. John xiv. 17. 
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our love to his memory, and earneſt, deſire 


ts" him ill che Hoflour of ; Which we are 95 
Able; withing that we were able tO. 6 Rees 
and cout”; Jad de others to. entert: 5 
ns e tric affe@tiobuate  Cntiments towards 1 6s 
0 Qurfetves Hay ave *? Muſt” we. Nod "ackhow- 
KA that we are 'Sblized to all this 3 and by 
conſequence, to put ourlelyes 3 in a condition 
to come fthout t any 1 are "delay, to the 
Lord's ＋2 725 2 1 Rove, been: Jo of: 
ten invited? 9 0 tl. e 
2 Na poles 


belng to' to 61585 e Redegr 3 ® 


auch etdate new memory of. his 1 0 


ing love in the world, fuch a 
eve OM * Sheff muſt heattily : aper . 


ail hink 5 85 hap] PPY iche OS AMEAns 


it in an . 
wh 905 f. an pr. 5 ft Fo 
alt, Wb. i 1s the wolf Gin 0 55 
bs Sf lt the precepts. of the Go Del * 
ie plain and, infelligible—ealy to be 
2 ee and x reatly. to our adv anfage.. 
Fet us briefly revolve theſe: ee 
our thoughts, and WE. Man be more kehre 
# obligation we * Under to 05 25 Bk, 
8 da commanded us. 
1. It is the moſt diſtinguiſhing Command 
the Golpe 1 ; 1 mean of any that. N. to. 
e ſtated Hei duty of Chriſtians . 
elm is indeed a Pech ialtieutten of t 
Chriſtian Ren ; but then beſides that 


IS: Baptiſm, 


* - — 
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Ba tiſin, in Feu to far the | greateſt p part of 
Chriſtians,” is admin iſtexed. in 14 fancy, A 
W de "hair own 48. W. may obſerve. that 
it 18 66 e for all, being; an Initiating Ordin- 
ance, by: Which we are ſolemnly. 1 
into cli Church or . of Chr it, 
aff er. 5 0 4 '5 mc ve. for no 

tore, 'b to” w 5 Shed our edicatio 
5 e e beer 

ſm ngk * 4 Febeatech 957 cas. the 

1 800 11s inch ing Fatto Chit 
Loki . ty Which” 113 1 TE 
Hate to 1 . and 5 


pee wo Eg 
is the moſt U; Vn, nh 0 1 5 
of Gut being 895 dilcip les of Chriſt,” 

we receive Ret Lord's Sip per 1 1 
inennt! 9115 of. the "Bet 5 a JI CAC 2 855 
Wiß n earing apd ig 1655 85 

a3 4 Efigjous action, but an aftion Kell Tok 
Abe ecmmemortory. of the redemprion of, 
the world by Jeſus "Chriſt, publicly reed 
lits relation to Chrift'a as his rd, an F219) 
ter, ud ee a5 5 even in. the Coos 


Chit, hich "of old "to the” 2/8 
1:45 29biisd 11203 100 | Wnt ® 
Toft xi. 26. 111 23. 
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fumbling-block, ond to the. Greeks fooliſhneſs 5 


ſuch is the declaration which every commu- 
nicant makes at the Lord's Table. It is the, 
known” fan uage of his actions, o that if, he. 
were to ſay ow aloud, e 1. own Ly a. diſciple 
f Chti nch in my being ſon andb 
« atm 0 840 to make Gopek the rule 
« of all my actions 1 it would not be more 
expreſſiye and ſignificant of the thing, Par 
the act of participating i itſelf is. „ thn bok 
The Lord's Supper is fo remarkab Ie. 4 
part of the Chriſtian” inf tion, that. * Pliny: 
writing to che Emperor of Rome about the 
Chriſtians, who at that time were liable to 
be puniſhed | for their religion by the public 
laws, gives this account of them, which he 
had . from ſome. Ape oftates. ©. That 
«they were wont to aſſemble on a ſlated day, 
« before it was light, (being then under per- 
0 ſecnioh.) and to ſing an hymn to Chriſt, ;- 
«aa Gd; binding themſelves by a Sacra- 
* ment, not to the e of, any wick - 
a ednef,'b but that they would avant thefts; -: 
10 robberies, adylteries; would make. good 
their engagements, and when called . poĩ,p 
« Hot deny What, was committed to their 
« reſt.” And this being ſo, that the 8a- 
cramient of the Lord's Supper is ſo Fonſide. 
erable a per, of the workup of e as 


2 "rc. 0 ben 
5 . « Epi: tb. x/ Epiſt. 97. eld ig 


Yes | 
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ſuch, and ſo peculiar to it, in "which they Yew | 
clare themſelves the diſciples of Chriſt, 1 


very ſtrange and e is it, that 
there-ſhould be fo m Bo 


no regard at all to Qils' 


very perſons efteem'a Church or a commu 


nity of Chriſtians very imperfect... in Which 

the Lord's Supper was never adminiſtered? 

And muſt not they then be ve ry imperfect | 

Chriſtians "who hs le f, at 
ſpel- 


nftigurion, contin-. 


tending upon Rosen , 
ue. time after to decline th hem ? Surely 


ſuch as theſe Will be cotiderined, out of their 
own-mouths.” If a Church would be imper- 


fe without the Lord's Supper, 
Cheiſtian culpabiy depriving 17 1 8 


muſt be ſo too! 


2 Another thing obſervable i in, "ks tags” 
tution'of the Lord's Supper, and which ren-.. 
neglect of it more criminal 1 is, that 
it is exceedin Abe and RE RO 3h mean | 


ders the 


as ba hes i 


5A Sf 4 


oe enge ſcaſt, 145 t in memory of Js 


Chriſt, the-nthor and fniſher of, our: fait 


While we are eating this Bread, and drink... 


ing this Cup, we are to think of Chriſt, 

ticularl as bearing the puniſhment of our 
ſins his Body on the Croſs, and ſheding 
his Blood for the ee of themʒ in this 


ſenſe 


98 wy from, to haye 
rdihange, ly 10g, and. 
dying in the yegle@ bf it ! Would: ot theſe. 


* 
Us 


5 


and being itſeli an i poſh ity, canngt pol- 
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-:ſenſe. it is eaſy to diſcern the Lord's hody, 
though, Ae in.that, which the Church of Rowe 


has,.1 — 1 / that Inderd; wauld. put gur 
faith to ſtretch, - by the; utter 


tion it carries in it 2 our ſenſaß and reaſom 


8 jy be conceived. For who can congeiye 


a human body preſent under the appeasr 
5 of Bread and Wine, and chis whale 
{nd entire in a thouſand, differe © places at 
the fame time, offered. by the prieſt, cate 
the people, | and orifice, heaven; Such a 


ockrine as this blolutely.unintelli ible, 
and a 897 but Et ciſive pro e 25 
ity of chat b when has decrred it. 
We may confd 7185 ſay it may err, hem it; 


&ually c 
bh oth} ie of Ta denen 


5 we, Scripture. % What. the, Sexigtans: | 


reaches concerning, the relation Which the 


Lord's Supper has to Chriſt. is eaſiſy to be 
apprehended, being only that of the lign 98 
the thing 5 8 5 „„This Ordinggceris in- 
tended to awaken, out chou hits and e 
brance of Chriſt, r unayoidat 
bly does, when we Know beforehand, chat it. 
was appointed for this end, an this- is che 
50 we propoſe in coming to it. 
To an ingenugus ang, de vout mind the/ 
peace of this duty is as caſy, as apprehend- 
ing the nature * deſign of it. Nothing 
| , can 
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398) 

cin be leis burdenſome than the outward 
wid; fer what is it we are called to do, 
Bot to partake of Bread ad Wine in memo 
eo beſt friend? And is chis ſo hard a 
Coltithatid} that” ſome perſons are brotight 
—— 0, moch Amculty to comply with It 
may reaſon here alter the fame manner 
S s ſetvants N If the 

id Aa wh, 75 eat thing, 


E 5 0 de Ane i; Bote mib 7 
Mere ben ek 2b 7H; Fn lt and bt 
dein Thi Ly to 
gr 3 Oey ab FH Ha 18 15 chen 
he GU HU deſerved to e 
watt lt To — ve ; e pr cog cal 


there are nd 5 ou 1 J 
enn 28 5 0 eat 1 
for his 


33 ee And 1 dehy Ain 
t stall Feit that we how ant” Hen ſet 
ee Tithe to celebfite' his memory 
iche e rite? Confider he has 

che Ren | ole of Jim ce e 
bPoß eilte neck t bis Al. 
wy i-5HRGAd {GFR man of ritual obſer- 
vanes" which the Law Enjbiried, the very 
nember Uf which would hive made them 
grievous, if_nothiflg elſe had done it, our 
Maſter Rs" ubRituted büt chis The fimple 
He ere ine 


A * D n 


id 2 v. 13. 
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Inſtitution ↄt a gere nature t ob- 
ſerved by cb 925 their adden . 


to the Church. Ag to the outwar« 4 
actign itſelt, it is 801 peſt able, chat were. 

it ta return much oftener than © ER 
ſocieties, we. ſhould not. tk much, t0 Bib: 
form it; and this among other reaſons, d 

of 1 thankfulneſs to our bleſfed Lord for 11 


liberty he has purchaſed for his Church from 
e of, Jewiſh, ceremonies. It A 


true earl OY an inward as well as 
EE the , inward 85 18 of 


$ 44% 


1 0 ak 1 Wh ince 
Hood they, muſt. 10 


x : Tz e 
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4. That it is very tas, ihe a5, | 


much our: privilege as our duty toſcat 
drink at ithe Londa Table, the more 5 
{able tlitreſort i we cannot be periuaded to 
„ hen inte reſt conſpires 1h ie 
tor orce our duty upan Us. G 
der tha firſt part, that the federal eaty 
drinking is expreſſive of à very great privi- 
lege 4 by the wort —— 
as well as of an obligation incumbent 
him; iz. the: favaur and friendſhip o 


mighey God, tagether wich. all the 1 5 
IC 
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which can be ſuppoſed: to flow from thence; 
and ſuch a privile ge, as this muſt certainly - 
| greatly inhance ou bligations ; „ our obliga- 
tion ta Yertive the Lord's Supper being in- 
vited thereto,” and our be to Walk 
worthy of it afterwards. —T rd's 'Sup- 
Per is alſo of ſpecial e b to promote 
a lively and devout remembrance of Chriſt, - 
and thereby to invigorate our Es and hea- 
venly affections, and to aſſiſt out | rogteſs in 
all virtue and goodneſs. That the remem- 
brance of Chriſt, by thoſe that rote him in 
fincerity, has naturally this god effect, WI 
not be denied by any fuck.” Theit love to 
iſt will be vety much inffached by - 1 | 
rin the're e 8 5 and che 
20 Hint g E of MESA F 
viour Fand Ranling Alek ee whole ; 
will, by their __ to him, Another 
os Nebmatenntem o this / Ordinante is 
the peculiar tendeney it has to unite the 
hearts of Chriſtians in brotherly- kindneis 
ant *'] Cice#v, taking notiot᷑ ofil thut. 
endedtthent/ which was found among perſuns 
of the fame family: and kindred, gives this 
reaſdm of it, Magnum of: enim hubert eadem 
mobtinienta majorum, c. it is no ſmall 
cc matter to have the fame Monuments of our 
cc Ajceſtors/the lame Sacrifices:and- rtbigi- 
<-ous'Certinonies, and the ſame common 


Sepulchres“ 8 here, and much * 
here 
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here chan in the other caſe, to have the 
ce ſame' Maſter, the ſame Redeemer, the 
« fame; ſacred: Symbols: by which they de: 
ce clare their common zeal for this divine)! 
« Perſon; their common intereſt in him and 
« their common relation one to another, 
what an ineenttve, what an aid muſt abe 0 
Chriſtians to Atheil together in unity, and mu- 
tually to ſtudy and promote each other's , 
welfare and happineſs ? - And then the ꝓlea- 
ſure Which orion conſcientious obſer- 
vation of this Command, as it carries its own 
recommendation in it, has this further ads 
vantage; chat᷑ it ſtrengrhens bur reſolutions, 
animates our holy zeal, and renders the prac- 
tice of all che other duties of religion more 
delightful. ' Communicating in che Lord's 
Supper being chos advantageous, thebbli 
tion to communicate muſt be anſwerab 
for the greater the advaitages,” —— 
the motive and the greuter the «natives: 
any · duty, che more inexcuſable muſt be the 
neglect of it Let this exeite boti Noncom 
municants and Commuticants to reflect lon 
t ty Hader Ihe proſpestꝭ I Ire 
worthily, of ſo much honour and advantage 
acctuing to me, and ſhall f not be perſuaded 
to Come ? (th che Noncommumcant ſay. 
Since it is my. Hap pine ſs to partake of the 
memorials of Chriſt's Body and Blood, and 
ol the pledges 8 A Ne (thauldthe Com- 
municant 
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mumcant ſay) my reſolution is to walk ſo as 
to pleaſe my Lord and Maſter, adorn his 
doctrine, and contribute in my little ſphere 
to make the workd entertain; better thoughts 
both af the dMaſter and of his diſciples 

Such being the reaſons (to which others 
1 added) which evince the obliga- 

tions lying upon the diſciples of Chriſt to 
communicate in the Sacrament ot his Sup- 
per, ſo: obvious and forcible, it may juſtiy 
occaſion ſome ſurprize how it comes to paſs, 
that ſo great a part af the Chriſtian World 
ſatisfy\them{clves in the neglect of this Or- 
dinance. I ſhall been ene the bea, 
of this. 
1. The moſt general and the leading re 

ſon ſeems to be a ſuperſtitious notion of — 
Lord's Supper, which has too much prevail 
ed in the Chriſtian Church, to the great det- 
riment of it, and does ſtill prevail, hough I; 
hape not ſo much as it has done, God grant 
iti may wear out more and more, and 
that men may return to a ſober, judicious 
ſenſe of the nature and deſign of this and 
every. other part of our holy religion. Many 
Chriſtians wich regard to the Lords Supper, 
fem to be in a condition like: that of the? 
 Iraelites at the giving of the Law, when they, 


ny 4 a5 : UL « [483 .3 i ereg 
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ent Sinai e Nan ke, and cov- 


ered 
terri 
quar 
thei% 
tre. 
them 
afrai 
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ered with blacknaſo and tempeſt; G 
8 terrible that Moſes ſaid t I exceedingly, fran and 
* quake ) and heard theyaund. of a; irumpet. and. 
5 the doice of worde, 22hich voice. they, that beard 
J 

8 

0 


5 intreated ibal the ward ſnauld nat. be pa ben ta 
1 then HY ore. They could hardly be Morg. 
” afraid to approach the, Mountain, than ſome 
Chriſtians are to come to the Lord's, Table; 
— as if bounds were ſet about it on purpoſe, a3. 
y- abour Mount Sidi, to W pl dans "= 
* they had the dame, order as, the people th 
15 had, not to oreak through to — up. te tbe, —4 
. le, foould break, forth. upon: them... They 
8 could ſcarcely more dread the voice of thun 
1 der in which the Law was: delivered, than 
— thoſe timorous miſtaken ; Chriſtians do the 
Command this, in, rememargnce of me 
not conſidering that they are come to Mun, 
Zion, not to aunt Sinai z to Feſus the Medi- 
ator. of the new: Covenant ;, 4 through, W201 πẽ ꝓ—ͥ 
have acgeſs ly one Spirit ta the Father: almighty ;. 
and ſurely then can have no juſt cauſe to fear 
approaching the Mediator humſelt, or rather 
the mæmorials of him at his Table. Our 
Mediator is not ſo terrible, as to make us. 
ſtand in need of another Mediator in order to- 
| our coming before him with. boldneſs $.3,0AY, 
7 mne are came to. the Blood of Jpriukling,. which. 
ö JÞeaketh "_ things chan the Law ad, bene. I 
[1 WI. 17m 
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a confirmation of all the projtifecoſthe Goſ- 
pel; and what then ſhould occafion,'or what 
can Bay j — — 
er, n well be call- 
as they are without all juſt 
5 — „and have nd other tendency than to 
enflave and debilitate the minds of Chriftians, 
to make them of a ſervile ſpirit inſtead of 
inſpiring a /pirit of udeption, and cheriſhing 
thelove of & d and of Jefus, which is at onee 
the nobleſt, and — moſt delightful part of 
practical religion d | 
It is not Wiel that what chiefly.g 
rise to and read this wrong notion he 
Holy Supper, and made people adyance it 
ſo Fete above the level of all other religious 
duties in reſpect of the ſolemnity, was the 
doctrme of Tranſub/tmtjation,' or tlie real 
corporeal preſenct, that is, the change of the 
elements of Bread and Wine into the very 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, to which they 
were taught to pay a rebigions worſhip ; and 
to cat what they ' worſhipped had ety” 
ſomething more than ſole iin, even fomething 
horrible in it. And that which increiſed 
ſuperſtitious veneration for this Sabröntent | 
- was, the "denying the Cup to the: Laity; of 
this none but the. Priefts, the miniſters of the 
Lord, mut have the pribuege to partake. 
Thus the ſuperſtition may be ſuppoſed to 


have begun, and having taken t 


— 
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the minds of men, was nor eaſily to be dfiyen 
out again; not at the Reformation itſelf, when 
the doctrines of Popery were baniſhed Gut of 
Proteſtint Churches, but tho muckofthe ſpi- 
rit retaĩned which was the conſequence ofthoſe 
doctrines; and particularly this fuperſtitious 
regard to the Lord's Supper, which methinks - 
Proteſtants ſhould be the more willing to 
part with, upon the accvurnit of it's popifh 
original. Lluodt gw ydw alen £ 
The Lord's Supper is, without all doubt 
a moſt ſolemn Ordinanceꝭ urid ãs ix net 4 very 


| ſolemn thing to draw nigh to God in any of 
| the duties of di vine worſhip? To God the | 


greateſt, moſt glorious aud adorable- Being? 
The ſoleinhiey bf this Satrament prineipally?'! 
depends pH EA CH is coπ]πτü tdi 
with the ordidatfyipafts of worſhip/ di. lv 
adare cs to God vhicaocompany it. nich ꝗ 
carry ſomething mote, ſolemn in them than 
the Lord's Supper itſelſi does; conſidered; 
merely as a feaſt vm mamoration ãnſtitutect i 


in honour ol The. gent Eid and Savοοee 
nimtkind. Id hir uethis nazice bas a 


Ic Ox. 
Ordinances, with ſomnething additional a; Ei 
mean the manner of approaching Gd through 
the ſacrifice of his Son repreſented hy ther: 
viſihlememaorials of it hut en thi net 
add ſo mucli to the ſolemnity of this religious 
action, as it does to the encouragement we 
di .vi den have 


Jaggending a5 call that in other 
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have * 1g come h boldng/s to the, throne of 
the heavenly; grace; having nos opuy, 4-£xeat 
High. Hriei heſad iuio abe, heavens, but alſo 
tha memerials of chat i gente which he 
ohtainedothe pardon of. ſin, acceptance with 
God, afd-eternal redemption. for us, So that 
hert:is/no-room at all for a ſuperſtitious fear; 
non ig te ſolemnity of chis Ordinance, any 
mane; than thay of the other g 691 — | 
a reaſon why we ſhould ban orf Mes 
irggyi#b [is och 

2 There kuk Abeſe who. d bento, 
not reſuſe but only: delay: to come to the 
Id Table: As ckere is n particular time 
oßliſe ed ohen. tha are ſirſt io receive the 
haly;Gommunions: they;rg0ntinus PLIES | 
itt framitime ts timed and. pnly wait for a 
mate. vonygnient / ot Ritꝭ; of, doing it, 
But ven will chat more convenents 5 ppobice / 
nie. come As to many, does got — 
as-it'is, ſerve them for cart together? 
1 dis2euc/noeta@imes limited; when our 
x ſe, pot: oor the EN be: 
gin td take bu whas then, if the 
—— hand; be ſuch as t plan 
tſk If in this Lepper ax ft oerminly does, mee 
the: to obſerves any Command 
muſt mence ay ſoon as perſons have an 
ability, and can be made! rationally -ſenfiblo 
evoruls7 407.10 yunmplot od 07415119 Sgfs 
W engen S113. 03 220 01274 
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I ſuppoſe chem to be orgy to jut 
| for themſelves, not 
evilf but to apprehend- ih great” docttines 


Berto Cd un man”; in mE bf whom, 
and with a deſign möre effectualy fo pigs 
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of the nature of the duty, and the advantages 


attending it; arid that is when they are arriyed 


to years of 'mattrity; ſo as to be capable of 


ſerious conſideration,” of acting ſteadily in 
religion, and of ſervitig God and celebtati 


the memor of their Saviour with underſtand- 


ing); and therefore I cod wiſh that youhger 
perfons would take this matter into 8 
deliberate thoughts, and do now 3 
intreat them for their Saviour 8 ſake, of rh 

obligations to whorm I hope they are mi" ſoftie 
degree ſenſible) and for their can to dot. 


of Chriſtianity, particularly, chat of 4 
Being ths Savibur and oN Methatgy 


his diſciples to lobe, irriitate, And 
the Sacramento the Sr do was Ay” 
and what then ſh6uld-forbid theit being Ye- 
ceived: to, and rect ing the Holy Commu⸗ 
nion, being before ercntfy inſtructed.) in 
— natiite and deſign of it, Which'T Heike 
fe? © | 
ws the three; Beck Jean Feli, . that 
were obſerved e Jews by divitie 
appointment; the P ſporids ny 
eur to the Lord's Supper yaw the Chri 
nan diſpenſation. The, age when they 
£2 hon: made 
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made their firſt, appearance} at the celebra- 
tion ot this Orditance, the Jewiſh, Writets 
tell gt ſprtheſt when they ee, twelve 
abr. thixteg nf old ; which is rendered the 
een Y uvhat the Epiangeliſt re- 
lates concerning eur Saviour, that big Þorents 
went {0 Zenta even years) at the feaft of the 

" Paſſever. aud when be was twelwe years old 
Herr him up with them, after. the man. 
of ue Hul. Ceriainiy; as the work of 
FSR ty, Jeſus Obrifk is, of a more 

| fn Wie, and much greater importance 
an any of, tha baſe. temporal; deliyerancęs and | 
ours hich God vcuchlaſed to the Jewiſh 
hurch'? and N ee for that reaſon de- 

1 -ſeryes 19 be. hadin,cyerlaſting remembrance; 
A WIN. of. commemorating. it ina tht 
10's Sören With fe intention of tis Or. 
Adina 25 prom 3 fpirit of piety, and the 
Pte eodneis in the Communi- 
Ca a : pgs, wihuch. young. perſons, grown 
up to ycarg oi diſcretion, with a Jittle;reflex- 


ion, may un And why schen 
a not, Pavents put ot, their children 
who are oberly inclined, upon coming wake 


Lord's Table ſocner than is uſual ? 1 need 
Dat ſay Jam now ſpeaking of. ſuch Parents 
as: communicate themſelves, for from others 
it cannot be ee Why ſnould not 
i! 19 A : nts: "4 [of FN 


1 . 
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young perſors, who have ſuch a ſufficient 
ripeneſs of judgment, and ſobriety of beha- 
"viour, be perſuaded to reflect and perform 
"their duty in this reſpect? They will ſoon 
find the advantage and pleaſure of it in a 
greater compoſure of their paſſions, a more 
exact regularity in their converſation, a bet- 
ter diſpoſition of mind for the performance 
of other duties, and more thought, and pru- 
dence, and ſucceſs, by the bleſſing of God, 
in the management of their common affairs. 
I ſhould be better pleaſed to ſee more 
young perſons coming to the Lord's Table, 
as they would hereby be good examples to 
older perſons, who are now only bad exam- 
ples to them, and might perhaps make them 
aſhamed of their delays; for undoubtedly, 
whatever may be ſaid in excuſe of younger 
perſons when they deſite longer time, ſuch 
who are almoſt come to the middle part of 
lite, or paſt it, it may be in the decline of it, 
can have nothing to plead for themſelves ; 
they cannot pretend that they are not of age 
ſufficient for the thing to which they are 
preſſed, nor with, any grace talk of delaying 
yet longer, who have delayed much too long 
already. For God's fake therefore, and a8 
they regard their duty to their Lord and 


Redeemer, and the proſperity of their own 


ſouls, let them not thus egregiouſly impoſe 
upon . themſelves any longer. One would 


0 110 10 


imagine that it was ſomething exceeding 
grie vous and, burdenſorne, that they were 
exhorted to perform, that they are thus con- 


tinually putting it off, when it is to do noth- 


ing elſe but what. their own ſenſe of duty, 
and a,pnaciple of ingenuity, gratitude, and 
{clf-intereſt-ſhould not ſuffer them to be eaſy 
in omitting, though they were neyer preſſed 
to it. Ho long do they intend to go on 
thus.? Till death overtakes them while they 
are thus delaying, cuts off their trifling 
purpoſes, and ſo they appear before 
their Saviour and great Judge, without hav- 
ns once ſhewn forth his death according to 
is moſt expreſs Command 
3. The plea of great numhers is, that 
they are not fit to partake of this holy Sup- 
| Pet Why ſo? Are they ſcandalous ſinners ? 
Do. they live in a conſtant Known violation 
of the precepts of che Goſpel ? If this be the 
_ .cale, I will allow that they are not qualified 
to approach the Lord's Table; and that no 
man can recave worthily who lives in habit- 
ual wickednels, both before and after, and 
ſo goes on alternately attending upon his 


deyotions and his vices. We will ſuppoſe 
4 gotorious habitual ſinner to receive the Sa- 
crament ; nay, and that he ſincerely intends 
the action in honour of Chriſt as his Lord and 
- Maſter, and purpoſes future amendmentatthe 
time ofperfotming it; yet fo far is ſuch a pur- 
pole as this from making a man a worthy re- 
25 nt ay R | ceiver 
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ceiver (as things appear to me) that one of 
this character cannot pray worthily ; fot how 
can thoſe deſires and reſolutions be in any 
proper ſenſe wotthy of or ſuitable to the duty 
performed which are ſo imperfect as to be 
without effect, not now and then only, but 
always ? And though à man had better pray 
with ſuch feeble deſites than not at all, it 
will not follow that he had better come to 
the Sacrament too, than delay it till he 
has given ſome ſigns of his repentance in his 
life and converſation. Prayer is a natural 
and univerfal means of piety and virtue, in- 
the total neglect of which it is impoſſible a 
man ſhould be actually good, and next to 
impoſſible that he ſhould be in the way to 
become ſo; Which cannot he ſaid of the 
Lord's Supper, this being à poſitive Inſtitau- 
tio 11 In: £81 $330 een itte 
Hatk a man heen guilty of drunkengefs, 
murder, adultery, or any other the moſt fla- 
gitious crimes? He cannot di better than 
immediately caſt himſelf down in the preſ- 
ence of God, confeſſing his ſin, humbling 
himſelf for it, imploring mercy and the like; 
but furely no one would think it rigkt to go 
from the commiſſion of ſuch crimes to thie 
Lord's Table. Not to ſpeak of ſecret or 
family prayer, there is not that ſcandal to the 
Chriſtian ſociety in admitting, notorious ſin- 
ners to mingle in the public prayets of the 
1 Church, 


. 


Church, as in permitting, not to ſay i inviting 
them, to come to the Lord's Supper: eating 


and drinking are directly and particularly 


the acts of every Communicant, acts diſtin- 
guiſhing ofthe Chriſtian Society, and a mark 


af friendſhip between the maſter and his diſ- 


ciples; in all which reſpects this duty Ger 


from prayer, which in its very nature ſuits 


the condition of a finner, and; in which there- 


fore he may be allowed to Join without of- 


ente, if he behave decently. during the wor- 
ſhip ; and therefore upon the whole, I think 


ſuch perſons are in the right to ſtay. Away. 
from the Lord's Supper, till they. are better. 


diſpoſed to make a proper uſe of it, and have 


given ſome proof of this diſpoſition to them 
ſelyes and others. But then a vicious life, 


for which no exeuſe is to be given in any 


man, and leaſt of all in a Chriſlian, can be no 


excuſe for the omiſſion of a plain duty; an 


omiffion-which inſtead of having its guilt 


extenuated by this plea, 18 a very great ag» 


gravation o the guilt of a wicked lite, which 

is the occaſion of it. They ſhould rather 
thus. at preſent lead 
« ſuch a liſe as I can neither reconcile with 


therefore argue, 
« the rules of the Chriſtian Religion, nor 


e with a reaſonable hope of an intereſt in on 


<< promiſes and bleſſings of it. 1 will there- 


« fore immediately quit the guilty, the dan 
9 e Way Lam in; and then as I ſhall be 


«C prepay 


* 


( 
« prepared for death, which I have now the 
« greateſt reaſon to dread the thoughts of, 
« eſpecially conſidering: that there is not a 
© moment when it may not ſurprize me, ſo 
« T ſhall be qualified to  ſhew m gratitude . 
eto my Saviour by joining with his diſciples 
ce in the. commemoration. of his. death and 
« ſufferings, and the participation of all the 
cc fruits and benefits of them.”—So much 
for thoſe whoſe. character is knqwn. ta be 
vicious. by, themſelves and ther s 
Shall we therefore encourage none to 
come but thoſe who are aſſured of their be- 
ing in a ſtate of favour, with. God, ſanctiſied 
and pardoned; or. who have very good rea- 
1. ſon to think ſo, and are troubled with very 
5 few. doubts abaut it? This, I take it, Would 
be an extreme on the other hand., If per- 
bi, ſons liye ſo as not to diſcredit. their Chriſtian , 
| profeſſipn, if they have good” diſpoſitions 
"oh which they in ſome meaſure cultivate and im- 
: prove, though it ſhould be doubtful whether 1 
h they are prevailing, . I cannot ſee that they 4 
| have a ſufficient cauſe for abſenting: them- | 9 
ſelves from the Sacrament, which might be 1 
of admirable ſervice to fortify their holy re- 
ſolutions, and to invigorate their pious aſſec- 
tions, particularly their love to Chriſt, which. 
they are conſcious of their having in ſome 
degree, as likewiſe of its not being without 


all effect; and cogent it ſhould really be. 1a, 
$4. b at 
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that they are not thorough converts, and the 
love of God and of Jeſus has not yet gotten 
the entire maſtery oyer their other paſſions, 
yet I can by no means think that thoſe worde 
of the Apoſtle Paul do at all belong to them, - 
that *. bz who eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh Damnation to himſelf, not 
diſcerning the Lord's body : beſides obſerving 
that the original word tranſlated Damnation 
might and ought to have been rendered by 
Judgment, meaning ſome temporal judgment, 
which is a much fofter one, it is enough to 
ſhew that ſuch as I am peaking of do not » 
fall under the weight of St. Pauls cenſure, 
foraſmuch as they diſcern the Lord's Body, 
putting a very great difference betwixt that 
and their common meals, and having a very 
ſincere defire to honour their Saviour, and to 
be in favour with him, which they teſtify, by 
bringing forth many, if not all the fruits of 
righteouſneſs in ſome degree, though not in 
ſo great degree as they ſhould, 

And the more fully to remove all doubt in 
this matter, I ſhall bricfly conſider the irreg- 
ularity of the Corinthians noted by St. Paul. 
+ When ye come together into one place, this is 
not ig eat the Lord's Supper; for in eating eve- 
ry one taketh before other bis own ſupper, and 
one is hungry and another is drunken. "Fhe 
* Re 01174 2 GERT 


® 3 Cor. xi. 29. + 1 Cox, xi. 20, 21. 


unt | 


queſtion here is, whether this relates to the 
Lord's Supper itſelf, or to the Agapæ, chat is, 
the Love; feaſts, which uſed to accompany it 
| in the primitive times, or to ſome other en- 
: tertainment, which of their own fancy«theſe 
irregular Corinthians held. before they pro- 
ceeded to partake of the Sacrament. One 
can hardly conceive, that it was at the Lord's 
Supper itſelf they behaved in this indecent 
manner, ſince they could not but know, that 
all belonging to that was only Bread and 
Wine; 5 5 here ſome of them ſeemed to 
, have eaten as well as drunk to exceſs; Why 
* elſe is it ſaid, one it hungry, another is drunken, 
if the term drunken was not deſigned to com- 
prehend exceſſes of both kinds, eating as 
well as drinking? And then again, the Lord's, 
Supper being a feaſt of which. all in com- 
mon were to. partake in memory: of their 
Saviour, it is not very credible that ſome 
would not only take this Supper before 
others, but without any care that the por 
ſhould have where withal to keep the feaſt. 
As to the Agapæ, or Love - feaſts, it is moſt 
probable from Auriquiiy, that they were 
not celebrated till after the Lord's Supper, 
and being feaſts of Charity, the very nature of 
them will not admit of our ſuppoſing that 
Sens * the 


1 
* 


See Plin. Lib. x. epiſt. 97. and Tertul. Apol. 
cap. XxXXIX, | 


e 
the poor were excluded from them. The 
moſt likely way of ſolving the difficulty ſeems 
to me to be this, that the Corinthians of their 
own heads made the Lord's Supper an 


appendix or ſecond entertainment to another 
feaſt, in order to conform it to the manner of 


communicating at the fiſt Inſtitution, which 


was at the cloſe of the Paſſover, - 
+ Socrates, in his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory,. 
mentions ſome Egyptians living near. Alex- 


anaria, Who _partook of the Sacrament in a 


different manner from what was uſual in the 
Chriſtian Church, making merry, and filling 
themſelves. with all ſorts of food, and then in 
the evening, after this, partaking of the Sa- 
_ crament,. which he calls myſteries. - This 
looks ſo much like a parallel- ance, that 
we maß Very. well- ſuppoſe the practice of the 


Corinthians, condemned by St Paug, to have. 


been the ſame with that 4; theſe E £ VPHans. 


And the Apoſtle might very well. 75 y, that. 


this. was not io eat the Lord's & upper; for the 


ultimate deſign of their meeting together, 
to partake of the Lord's Supper, to 


hein 

which. th the other feaſt | Was OD introductary, 
4 5 ſhewed no great reſpeck for the Lord's 
Sypper,. or knowledge of the nature of it, to 
d ſo at the feaſt connected with i it, ſo by 
the exceſles 82175 were "We ot e 


. 
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+ Lab. v. cap. 227 


(aun 
by their uncommunicatiyeneſs to the poor 


members of the Church) they put themſelves 
into a. condition, in which they could not 


poſſibly diſcern as they ought the Lord's Body; 
this was eating and drinking unworthily in the 


moſt notorious manner, But what. has this 
to do with their caſe, or how can they be 


affected by the Apoſtle's cenſure, who come 


* 
* 


. 


- 


4 


in a ſober and reverent manner, and with a 


ſincere deſire and purpoſe to walk worthy of 
this Sacrament, and of all the other parts of 


the Chriſtian religion; though it may be 
they are not ſo perfect in their conformity to 
the Goſpel, and fo. tl 

their good reſolutions and ,. diſpoſitions as 


thoroughly confirmed in 


they ſhould be, and perhaps, are in a way to 
become? And therefore the objection of 


unfitneſs is eaſily and ſufficiently anſwered. 
. I would conclude this head with this re- 


flexion,. that Communicants of a ſober regu- 
lar, behaviour; may, by. what has been now. 


offered, be more fully ſatisfied in what: they 
have done in coming to the Lord's Table, 
ſo as to be freed; from any ſeruples they may 


have been troubled with. upon this account, 


* 


and not only ſo; but may rejoice in their ha- 


ving choſen this good pur for a cubes, 
is. „ Inſtead of giving way to a /prit of. 
e 


« hondaze again to fear, think, O my: 


te the duty which thou haſt before thee, ant 


o 
. 


: 


ein the omiſſion of which thou didſt wiſely. 


* reſolve not to allow thyſelf, and of the ad- 
cc vantages 
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te vantages annexed to the confcientious dil- 
« charge of ir; and wich equal diligence and 
«*cheerfulneſs, joined with earneſt prayer to 


God for his affiſtance, apply thy mind and 
heart to the devout commemoration of thy 


«once dying and dead, but now riſen, ex- 


<-alted, eyer living, and affectionate Lord J. 

4. Others urge their being involved in ſo 
much buſineſs, as not to be able to ſpend the 
time neceſſary by way of preparation for the 
Sacrament. But the queſtion is, whether the 
multiplicity of theit buſineſs be what they 
cannot well avoid? If it be their own fault 


that their time is ſo much taken up with the- 
world, inſtead of making their worldly cares. 


a. pretence for their abſenting themſelves 
from the Lord's Table, they ſnould imme 


diately ſet themſelves to retrench theſe cares, 
afid thereby cut off this occaſion of their 
neglecting a plain duty of religion; and ſo 


without all doubt they would, if it was really 
their defire to have all hindrances removed 
out of cheir way, in order to their partaking 


of this Goſpel Feaſt. If their being engaged 


in a great deal of buſineſs is not the effect of 
choice, but neceffity, and they would willing- 


Oo 
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5 they could, hake of this and every 
ther meurnbrance, they have no manner of 
reaſon to haniſh themſelves from any Ordi- 
nance of the Goſpel upon this account. Be- 
cauſe their hands are full of the world on — | 
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Aiſeraction; and having laid aſide t 


611949 


week day, they do not therefore, hen the 

Day returns, refuſe to join in the ſta- 
ted duties of it; and why ſhould they de- 
prive themſelves of the privilege of commu- 
nicating in the Lord's Supper, any. more 
than of performing the other parts of dixine 
worſhip ; or think themſelves unqualified for 
one, any more than for the other? It is to 
be hoped, whenever they come to the houſe 


of God, and unite in prayers to God, or in 


hearing his moſt holy word, they labour to 
difcharge their hearts of every foreign care 
that * bey may attend upon the fre without 

e thoughts 


of all earthly things, they might as well re- 


ceive the Lord's Supper, as engage in any 
other religious duty, if there be nothing elle 
to prevent it, but their being taken up more 
than they de ſire with the affairs of this life at 
other times. Bye by this means they are not 


able to devote the requiſite time to the duties 


of Preparation. To which it may be repli- 


ed, that what we call Preparation for the Sa- 
crament being only a prudential, thing, no 
where enjoined in the word of God, mult not 
be looked upon as abſolutely neceſſary, much 


leſs the pending ſuch an exact portion ot 


- 


time in the exerciſes of devotion. Let us 
employ what time we can command, and 
find by experience to be of pE to this pur- 
dt have poche archer ta augye 


- 2» 


* ourſelves. 
* 1 Cor. vii. 35. "a. 
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ourſelves about, but putting our hearts in the 
beſt order we can, and ſo moderating our 
affections to all theſe ſublunary things, chat 
as often as we are called to any duty, we may 
be in a proper diſpoſition. for the perform- 
ante ok it; let us do this, and we need not 

doubt of our being acceptable gueſts at the 
Table of the Lord. 

5. The laſt hindrance I ſhall mention to 
men's coming to the Table of the Lord, and 
which TI feat is the moſt common, is that 
perſons apprehend, that the Sacrament will 
oblige them to greater ſtrictneſs of converſa- 
tion, than they ſhould otherwiſe be bound to 
obſerve, or ſhall be able to make good, and 
by that means increaſe their guilt, and that 
e they had better for their own fafety 
to continue to abſent thenrſelves. Let me 
take the liberty to tell them, that this is ſuch 

a ſort of "reaſon, as they would not fatisfy 

_ thetniſelves with in any other caſe where their 
affections: were engaged. Do not they 
know that whatever bleſſing they enjoy, tem- 
ral or ſpiritual, their obligation to ſerve 
and glorify God is thereby rendered the 
greater ? Are they not under ſtronger” obli- 
gations to a holy life for being Chriſtians, 
than if they were Heathens ? Proteſtants, than 
if they had been trained up in the darkneſs 
of 7 But if it was in their choice, 
would they therefore change conditions with 
Papiſts 
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may nat be ſo ſtron 
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Papifs or Heathens 7'Sunely no, becauſe they 
know, thaugh perhaps they da not confideo 
it as they ſhould, that their advantages are 
far beyond thoſe of the other, and cannot he 
ſuſneiently prised. Do they not likewiſe 
know, that "any: fuperjardegres of learging, 
on riches, or poor, ia a talent for which-they: 
are accountable to the Governor and judge 
af the world, and which. calls for higher de- 


grees of, gratitude ta Gad, and. as the conſe» 


quence: oi chat, of activity and diligence in 
his ſetxice ſo that if paſſeſſing ſo much 
greater abilities than others, they et do ſibt 
more gond than they or not ſo much, they 
will be. left inen cuſahle? But notwithſtanding 
this, do they chuſe to be ignorant, and poor 
and diſtegardecl, that theꝝ may 
aeraunt to give at laſt? It is. certain, frony 
uni vriſal experience, that they do nat; and 
hy then ſhould the preſent be the only ex- 
cepted caſe in which they deny themfelves: 
a moſt invaluable prividege, only that they 
gly obliged to a regular 
and Chriſtian gonverſation? Ta ſuch a con · 
verſation they are obliged: by their profeſſion 
af Chriſtianity, whether they are Communi- 
dants.or: no; to an ohſerxation of the ſelb+: 
ſame duties and virtues, and an abſtinence 
from the ſame vices, as they value the favour 
of their God and their Saviour, and their 


aun W happineſs ;z and leq me add, 


under. 


have the leſs. 
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under the greater obligations to it, tor having 
the opportunities of coming to the Lord's 
Table, whether they make uſe of Roy 
partunities or not. | 
At is not only actually PET che Lord's 
Supper but their being commanded, invited, 
and encouraged to receive it, that they are to 
gwe an account of; nor is their privilege 
the leſs, nor co ntly their obligation to 


be thankful for it, becauſe they neglect to 
make any advantage of it; on the contrary, 


{o: much the greater is their guilt and their 

endl They are obliged to practiſe nothing 
alter the Sacrament, but what they were 

efore obliged to, if they would enter into 

e kingdom of heaven; and to abſtain from 
no indulgencies but choſe which by the 
Goſpel · conſtitution will exchade us from 
thence; their therefore of ſecuring to 
themſelves a greater Iberty by abſenting from 
the Lord's Table is very fooliſh: they are ſtill 
talking. of the danger of partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, and not LOT worthy of 
it; in the mean-while forgetting, that a ſinful 
life will be their ruin, though they never 
communicate, :and' that there is a danger as 
great, or rather greater on the other fide, I 
mean in habitually neglecting a plain inſtitu- 
tion of the goſpel. Io which let me further 
add, that if our obligation to walk circum- 
a is greater aſter we have received the 


Sacrament, 
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therefore 


rere 


(my) 


| Sacrament; our helps, and encouragemerits 


and, pleafures are greater too; and that 
ore upon the whole, we can have no 
good deaſon, upon any ſuch account as this; 
to refuſe another invitation to the Lord's 
Table, which I now give = im the name of 
N great Maſter and your | 1 
To conclade—The + Inflation yk Sup- 
rand-the-peculiar nature and deſign oftt; 
cheen explained, the obligations lying 
oll the diſeiples of Chriſt to communicate in 
this-Sactament ſhewn; and the moſt plauſible 
objections againſt it anfwered'; and I would 
fain hope; that all chis will not be-withour 


ſome good effect, both with regard dd the 


gment! and the affections of my reader: 


helping to give him à diſtincter notion of this: 


part of his feligion, the wiſdutn and che deſign 


. Inſtitution; to convince him, that it is | 


equally his duty and his advantage to obſervt 


it; and to produce in him, in concurrence 
with his on ſerious conſideration, and the 


grace f God, all cheſe good diſpoſitions: 
which) the remembrance: of Chriſt requires, 
and is ſo well fitted to ſtrengthen and perfect. 
Whatever defects there have. been in the 
manner of handling this Subject, yet I Wil 
take the liberty to ſay, ĩt muſt be the reader's 
own fault, if he is nothing at all the better 
fon what has been laid: before him. Enough! 
1 am emed has been offered to gain de 


aſſent 
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alſſtnt uf any impatrial perſun, and if ſeriouſly 
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e 10! with all to devote 


chemſeldes to God and tor che Redeemer, t 
AN tot ſetvt ther 


love them more &rvently, 
more dikgen dy and faithfully; :/ 

God grant our Cormmunionꝭ fray de more 
numerous, and Communicants bie emiueſæ 


and hy hf,Lery Stiſtian virtue 
The Lords Supper i 


ed 28 i would aþpear he do the 
cotivictiam uf the whole world) Wert ws 
God that all thoſe; who, i hegte Ce 0 the 
Command of their: Maſter, ea thd drimk ar 
his: Table im ne mbrande of hiwy vd 


dub cinſide r this taking care t bea At 


an rhmes, ſuitabſyn v the dignütyvf eit 
chadaRtery the folemuy witure' vf their v 


and engagements; and the greatneſd of tel 


obligations 5 Rr would others, ſceing ibeir 
gend wort, glorify their Father <oho is in bea 
we, and not be eaſy till they had joined with 
them ĩn celebrating the memory of our com 


mon Lord and Saviour, ſaying, „Come 
and let us alſo go to this Feaſt, and at 


e nα honour Chriſt, and promote, as they 
+ have done; our edification in holineſs and 
& comfort 3 then would the Church of 
Chriſt be more glorious and beautiful; and 
his religion a ſource of mote abounding and 


more en pleaſure and * ; 
then, 


is uadoutiredlyio oft 
| excellenvinftronon, and were id bur | 
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then, in a word, as the excellence and uſe- 
fulneſs of all the Commandments and Inſti- 
tutions of the Goſpel would be evident, ſo 
particularly of the Lord's Supper, for which 
we ſhould eſteem ourſelves obliged to praiſe 
God, as in it we do for his wonderful good 
neſs to the children of men. 
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T HE Author”s defion in this hp pay 4 
which he makes the Public, is not to confine and 
fetter tht Deveticn of pious Communicants, but 
#7 4 by furniſhing them with materials for 
2 ation, which. they may have always at 
Band, to make uſe of when, and in what manner, 
they judge convenient. Souls the beſt turned 
for the exerciſes of the ſpiritual life, bave not at 
all times the ſame happy flow of thought, or 
lvelineſs alfection; and when this is the caſe, 
that their uſual activity fails them, wwho can tell 
but they may find ſomething or other here which 
may help 10 rouſe their attention, to lead them 
into a train of thinking, and ſo fan the ſacred 
fire, that it may burn the mere &rightly ; and if 
this ay be ſuppoſed cf theſe ſuperiour ſouls, much 
more of thoſe in lower claſſes. As Devotion, 
true, enlightened Devotion, is cone of the moſt 
Sublime, and withal!, moſt delightful and uſeful 
attatnments of the human mind, being not only a 


Very 


— 


* | | FY 7 —.— 
* { | | * > 3 
EJs — IR.... 


2 — 2 =2>2>m—y rr — * 


very great fupport and refreſpment to it, a fort 
of heavenly muſic in the houſe of its pilerimage, 


Gut 4 conſiderable help to the moſt animated 
Pratiice of all virtue and goodneſs ; I ſhall eſteem K-23 
ayſelf not a little happy to contribute in any de- 1 
gree 1e Abe fading or the exetciſe d im-; 
provement, of /o * a diſpoſition ; I have 
fmcerely attempted it, and have nothing further 
1 can do, but to command what follows to tbe © 
blefſmg of God, and the Reader's ny 5: and 
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* OW, 0 my PR that — art 
J eras — the world, let me aſk- thee; as 
I in che preſence of the all-knowing God; haſt 
I chou ever ſeriouſly conſidered thy nature, 
chy intereſt, and thy dangers? That thou art 
I a ſpiritual Being, reaſonable, and immortal, 
-- | capable of other and nobler pleaſures, than 
thou receiveſt from the enjoyments of the 
world, and by the inſtrumentality of the bo- 
dy, of: a higher and more permanent felicity 
Iman falls within the limits of this tranſitory 
I life; and that without a great deal of thought 
10 and care, thou art liable to be ee 
from all title to this, which is thy prop 
portion, and at the ſame time deprived o al 
thoſe 
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thoſe inferior good things, which thou art too 
apt to miſtake for it, and to place in the 
room of it; inſtead of attaining ha Ippinek, 
the thing thou art 55 s ter, to fl into 
. of miſcry c hich- there is no 
hope of riſing — 9 Haſt thou conſidered, 

O my ſoul, what the Sen of Gòôd hath done 
to awaken thee out of the common lethargy, 
to cure thee af thy: hlindneſ, to... purchaſe 
happineſs for thee, and to direct, aſſiſt, and 
animate thee in the purſuit of it 85 Ack now- 
ledge, 0 my ſoul, the infinite obligations, 
under God the firſt- Mover, to the Redeem- 
er of mankind, the great lover of ſouls, who, 
to ranſom them from the evils they ſuffered, 

or were expoſed to, and to raiſe them to the 
higheſt degrees of perfection and hheſſedneſs, 
their nature gad faculties would allmit of, 

came down from the befonr of the Father 
into this Nnſul world, clothed Mmſelf with 
human fleſh; and human infirmitictz taught 
the moſt excellent doctrite, enſofeed it by 
the moſt perfect example; and the moſt pre- 
cious and divine promiſes, and freely ſealed 
it with his own Blood; which we are taught 
to regard not only as the blood of a Martyr, 
but an Atoning Sacrifice ; who eſtabliſned a 
Church or focicty of faithſul perſons, and 
took care that nothing ſhould be wanting 
for its preſervation in the world, and conttn- 
ual A in faith, wi men and cha- 
ö rity. 
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rity, and conſolation ! And canſt thou deny 
any thing to ſuch a friend, ſuch a benefactor . 
as Jeſus hath been to thee ? When, he Rach 
provided thee with all the means and EE. 
ances thou needeſt, in order to thy going an 
to perfection, among others with the inffit 0 
tion of the holy Supper, ſhouldſt thou nd 
thankfully accept, and faithfully improve 
them? O my ſoul, reſolve, and let nothing 
turn thee from thy purpoſe, that the ſerving. 
and imitating thy Saviour, and preparing. 
thyſelf tor that bleſſed immortality which he 
hath procured for, and revealed and promiſed 1 
to thee, ſhall be thy chief aim, thy conſtant, 'Þ 
employment, during the reſt of thy Plgrim- 
age upon earth 
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UT what is it, O ry" ſoul, a 
2 S0 requires of thee? 1 hear hir 
ſaying Do this in remembrance of he—But 4 
what is that he would have us 0?.1s it to. 
make ourſelves of no reputation, and. betome 
poor for his ſake, as he did for our's; to. - 
renounce every thing that this life hath ift it 


L.A.) 
retreat from all the affairs and converſation 
of the world into barren de ſearts and fright- 
ful falirides ? No fuch thing; though, had he 
'bidthet. give him ſome ſuch ſevere proofs” of 


thy remembrance of him as theſe, thou couldſt 
not in [gratitude have refuſed tliem, how. 
much more when he only enjoins thee in a 


religious manner, to make uſe of Bread and 
Wink as ſacramental memorials of his bo- 
dy broken, and his Blood ſhed for us. How 


ea the Command ! And how inexcuſable 


thßſe Who, calling themſelves, the diſciples 
of Chtiſt, will not, through ſome fault of 


their own, be perſuaded to do as they are 


-commanded, or do it negligently and inde- 
-voutly ! Haſt thou never heard and admired 
at the cruelties which the worſhippers of 
falſe gods, not only voluntarily, but with a 
ſort of pride, have practiſed upon themſelves, 
in honour of dumb idols? Thy merciful 
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ful about future time and events, lay not up 
for myſelf a treaſure on earth but in heaven, 
that my treaſure being there, my heart may 
be there alſo; theſe, and ſuch like, are the 


Commands of the bleſſed Jeſus, who, as a 


means admirably adapted to my delightful 


progreſs in theſe. = all other virtues of the 


Chriſtian life, does further enjoin: a devout 
attendance at his Table, there to receive the 


pledges of his fore and * to "oy in 


every time of need. 


SECT ION. III. 


FF UST thou not FREE "ON 
O my foul, that thy Redeemer's yoke 
is caſy, and his burden light, if thou 
reflect that inſtead of thoſe numerous 
" rites and ceremonies which the Moſaic Law: 


# 


„ ſeruples not to call it @'yoke which neither 
they nor their fathers were able to bear, the 
Chriſtian Church hath no other Obſervances 
of a ritual nature bat thoſe two fimple and 
eaſy ones (eaſy to be underſtood, and as eaſy 
to be practiſed) of Baptiſm, and the Lord's 

Supper ; and that of theſe two, the latter is 
only intended to be repeated ? So little does 


QUT. 


* 


pointed, and which rendered that ſervice 
burdenſome, that an Apoſtle of Chriſt 


3 


our divine Maſter delight in abridging his 
followers of any liberty they can reaſonably 
defire, and ſo much is he concerned that 
their duty ſhould be their pleaſure, or a nat- 
ural ſource of it. The things recommended, 
10 and moſt ſtrongly inſiſted on by his Goſpel, 
are thoſe weightier matters of the Law, judg- 
ment, mercy, and the love of God, things 
Intrinfically good, and amiable ;. and to the 
- honour of this Sacrament of the Supper it 
may be obſerved, that, though a poſitive In- 
ſtitution, yet, to thoſe Who receive it in a 
right manner, it is of unſpeakable uſe to pro- 
mote the life of God in the ſoul, and the 
practice of all thoſe virtues by which we 
relemble God in the converſation. Where- 
fore, O my ſoul, inſtead of being influenced 
by any objections of weak, or ill-deſigning 
men, againſt the Inſtitution itſelf, or am; tri- 
fling excuſes that may tempt thee to net 
the obſervation of it, or vain terrors 
"would roh thee of the pleaſure it was de 
ed to afford thee, with all readineſs 5 the 
Invitation to this ſacred Feaſt, and with all 
gladneſs of heart ſet thyſelf to celebrate the 
love of thy Saviour! in it! A 
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Ee rler IV. 


e OR aſk, Why Chilt ola 
have us cat and drink in memory of him, 
when we. could remember him without any 
ſuch ceremony. Confeſs, O my ſoul, obli- 


ged as chou art, to have. thy Saviour perpet- 


ually in mind, haſt thou not found at. too eaſy 
and common a thing for thee to forget him̃, 


to loſe thyſelf and the thoughts of an abſent 


Saviour amidſt the cares, or amulements, : 


and. delights - of this vain world? It is, not 


what thou ſhouldſt do is the queſtion ;. thqu 


ſhouldſt, there is no doubt, be ever locking | 
unto Jeſus, and embrace every opportunity 
of converſing with, him: in· thy thoughts and 


medlitations, without any other monitor, pr 

pter, than a grateful heart; this thou 
dſt do, but ĩs it thus thou wouldſt act, 
Eft entirely to thy on .. diſcretion . and 
ice ? Record this, O my ſoul, among the 


inſtances of the kind and tender care > thy 


:Redzemer, that he calls thee off, from. 
ꝑurſuit of the world, hath made it. thy duty 
to diſmiſs thy meaner paſſions, and, in the 
ner of theſe, to commemorate him in 
* ſolemn manner; and by theſe external 
s, that thou migliteſt — thy thoughts 
Ken him better fixed, and thy actions more 
Mz. powerfully 


( 2138 ) 
powerfully actuated and enlivened, and by 


this means be diſpoſed more naturally «0 
remember him at other times, and in the 


ordinary courſe of thy life ! From this ſacra- 
mental tranſaction, frequently and rightly 
Performed, will proceed ſuch a ſtrong attach- 
ment to thy Saviour, ſuch a prevailing bent 
in thy inclination, as will make it next to 
impoſſible for thee to live in an habitual for- 
getfulneſs of that Jeſus, whoſe. dying love, 
wich unfeigned zeal and gratitude, thou haſt 
ſo often ſhewed forth in his Supper; he will 
dwell in thy heart by faith, have the poſſeſ- 
ſion of all thy faculties, de precious in thy 
eſteem, and dear to thy memory. 

And then further, attend to this, as a con- 
ſideration of no ſmall weight, that the re- 
membrance of Chriſt in the holy Commu- 
nion, is not a private and ſolitary act, but of 

y ug nature; a declaration of the * 
he Chriſtian Church, and of the high 
eration it hath for a crucified. Saviour, and, 
ſo is better fitted to do. honour to his mem- 
ory, and, as. an. everlaſting monument, to 
ſpread and perpetuate it in the world. And 
ſurely, O my- foul, this muſt be a very great 
recommendation of this Ordinance to thee, 
and to all the faithful in Chriſt, that by-pub- 
| licly and conſtantly attending upon it, every 
one of you in ſome degree helps to ſupport: 
the Emory of your great Redcemer —_— 
men 


E: 139) 


men ! Would not every one that remembets 


Chriſt himſelf, have others to remember 
him too? Would he not have his love dwell 


in the hearts, and his name upon the tongues 


of all men? And the little he can do- to this 


end, muſt he not do, and be exceeding glad 


if he could do more? | 
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| 8 [ INK again, O my ſoul, with 
what view our gracious Redeemer: obliges us 


to remember him! He had fome deſign in 


demanding this of his followers, eſpecially in 


appointing ſuch a form of commemoration. 
Did this deſign regard himſelf, or us? Was 
it for his own ſake, or for our's; that he ap- 

gars ſo deſirous of living in our remem- 


i — 


ſhall receive from hence? For dur ſakes, no 
doubt, was this intended ; not properly for 


his own, who can gain nothing by us, and 


hath a dignity and greatneſs inherent in him, 
that exalts him far above all the motives of 
vain glory. How triffing and contemptible 
is the honour of having his name recorded 
by us, the offspring of che duſt, and tranſ- 
ä mitted 


rance-? For the hondur that will redound to 
him, or the benefit and conſolation that we 
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mitted down from. one generation of ſhort- 
lived creatures to another ; hen the angels, 
thoſe ſons of, liglu, ſurroung him with their 
adoring multitudes, and e his, prailes the 
ſubject et of their immortal But this 4s 
the, honour he covers, the; joy for which he 
endured the crofs,. deſpiſing the ſhame, to 


bring many ſons! unto glory, to reſtore as 


great numbers as he. can out of the. ruins of 


the fallen race; to train them up in the paths 


of virtue. and holinels, aud then, the proper 
time for it being come, to beſtow immortal 
ity upon them. For this end he calls upon 
thee to remember him; tits thy advantage 


he projotes,. and great, unſpeakably great, 


is the e accruing from this duty, if 
thou knoweſt howto improve it; and to thy 
improvement of it nothing more is neceſſa- 
ry than ſincerity on 


Ty ſincexity/on thy part, inaſmuch as | 
God will never all to nl all thoſe withithe 


quickening influences of his Grace and Spi- 


rit, who do their heſt; and will accept their 
weak, becauſe well meant, endeavours to 


pleaſe him, through the mediation of his well 


beloved Son; whoſe meritorious death and 


paſſion is repreſented to them, and Temem- 
bered of them. 1 in e nN | 
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4 E this Gen 0 my 7 ſoul, thy great 
thy 5 concern, to be approved of thy God 
and Saviour; to come wich, enlightened 

views, with fervent defires, and holy diſpo- 

ſitions, and to be found A worthy, that. thou 
 mayeſt be a welcome gueſt), 'K or thou canſt 
"not "think, O my ſoul, that 1 it is alike indiffer- 


dA 


ent with what temper thou makeſt thy ap- 


Proaches to this ſacred Feſtival! Docs the 


Pious Pſalmiſt, even under the ui ben 
ſation, whenthere was o fad e p 
and ceremony in che) or 


G80 uch 
ſtreſs on d goodneſs & 
rectitude: ? Docs he be g of noni to examine 
ve him, to try 115 reins. and his heart, 
his appeal to him, as having'w walk- 
ed in his integrity, and had his loving-kind- 


neſs” before his eyes, and then reſolve, I wilt 


paſh my hands in innocence,: ſa pid. 1. campa(s 
thy altar, O Lord ; 75 5 teſs regard hag to 


the quali cation of the. wo n w here 
the worſhip is more refine and ſpiritual! ? 
Was it a more ſolemn thing ta, attend the 
ſacrifice of a (ain beaſt, {hep it is 5 com- 
memorate *he ſacrifice of the, God, ? 
But how, Mall. I, who, am hut we and 


aſhes, come before the Lord? How preſent 


myſelf 


* 
+ 
4 | 


11 


myſelf among the adorers of the moſt high 
God ? He hath ſhewed thee, O my ſoul, 
what he requites of thee | Examine thyſelf, 
both as to thy notions of ti uty before thee, 
the nature and ti. deſign of it, Len as. to thy 
-Hitnels to pattake of ſo High a pri Lay 
the foundation of faith iets to and 
man, is TY Maſter and to 007 f Luo le 
PFs, in being faithful and true to thyſelf; 
Ae e memo 5 and ſe Wr 
"the. getieral'courſe' "of thy. 


"tran greſſip ns for Which thou haſt not 
Berns 4 5 hears an ſhoul 


deſcend into thy heart, and if there be any 
favourne luſt, | +ntmortified 1 habit of vice 
' hat forks there, defiſt not fromm any. inquiries 


tilt chou aft forme! it, ang, having found it, 
| . into the lig - Thame thyſelf for it, 
and pare it not! \ for, alas, what will it ayailthee 
7 deceive thyſelf, when' God is not mocked ? 
Uclufion may pleaſe and flatter, and, 
*white-itlafts, fill th e with towering | imagina- 
tions, nfident hopes, and e over W- 
ings of joy, wk at the holy Table, 
75 a prehenſioſ that all the benefits 
njoyed by * true diſciples of 
dne“ — how ſhort-lived muſt ace, 
the pleaſure, che hope be, which is F falla- 
; cioùs and groundiefs! Thy pleaſures will 
"681 my c allies of "Uphicning 1 in a trig 
> mM 3 
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e Hath been, and 
Whether there are not ſome particular grear 


7 are 
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night, which cauſe a momentary brightneſs, 


but preſently gn give additional hor- 
rors to the remalffinig darkneſs. Haſt thou, 
after fairly. and fully-debating it, already ſet- 
tled this grand point? Take the comfort of 
thy ſincerity, and doubt not of a free and kind 
admiſſion by the Maſter of the Feaſt to his 
Table. However, do not therefore imme- 
diately conclude all further examination and... 
Preparation needleſs. Haſt thou, not been 
too indulgent in ſome things ?. Too defigi-, 

ent in others? Has not. ſome bad temper 


grown upon thee.? Some paſſion broke ies 


bounds? A ſpirit of pride or ſenſuality, or 
worldlineſs, or indifference to the welfare and 


happineſs of others, though it does nat reigns. 


in thee, pet recovered too much . power ? 
Humbly and. earneſtly entreat forgiveneſs far... 
it, and ſtrength againſt it beg of God, the 
Father of ſpirits, to reſtore thee from thy wand. 
erings; put all things into the beſtorder thou 

art able thyſelf, and ſtedfaſtly reſolve not to 
allow thyſelf in any temper, or degree of anß 
temper, in any action, or omiſſion of any ac 


tion, which the Goſpel docs not allow thee in. 
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which I am to perform with the fame ſeriouſ- 
neſs and fincerity I do this! Whenever I 


worſhip God, whether in public or private, 


LE me conſider, O my ſoul, 
this is but one among many religious duties 


as I hope to do it acceptably, I am to cleanſe 


my hands before I draw nigh unto him, and 


to diſcharge my Heart of every foreign care, 
that᷑ ſo J may be able to attend upon God 


without diſtraction, and have my mind poſ- 


ſeſſed with a holy awe of the divine Majeſty. 


Let mè not ſet one duty above another; nor 


by the preparation l make for the Lord's 


Supper, be tempted to think I may be more 
cafeleſs'and negligent in the ordinary exer- 


ciſes of religion. The preparation of the 
heart is always neceſſary, when we take up- 
on us to ſpeak to the great Lord of heaven 


— — 


and earth; and if by way of introduction to 


an particular Ordinance, as this of the 
Lord's Supper, it be uſual to ſpend more 
time in ſelf recollection, and other exerciſes 
of devout retirement, to the intent we may 


have our hearts ſet in order, and all things 


in a readineſs againſt the approaching ſeaſon, 
the foundation of this practice ſeems to be, 
that it is proper to do this ſometimes, and 


no 
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no time is reckoned more Proper for ſuch a 


work, than before receiving the Lord's 8 
r, 45 that 3 100 is 1 2 — 5 re 
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Either I am a ſtranger to my own heart, and con 


made of thee in the Goſpel ? Would not all 
' eritertainments of life be 


of thy 
Fant y ſufferings, thy.death, and the glo- 
rious fruits of them, I am not able to con- 
ceive, much leſs deſcribe, the love I owe 
thee ; I can only fay in general, that my love 
ſhould have no other bounds than the capa- 
city of my heart; 1 ſhould love thee as much 
as I can love:thee; and thus it is I would 
love thee. O let thy love Kindle mine; let 

it 
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it mount cor flame * FM ha fame 
conſurhe every, vifionary idol” t urps 
hs of the pöndor due 70 f 

Saviour; let it enliven every power, Abet 

and conſecrate every thought, every affec-' 
tion, every deſign ; 1 me, and alt T poſſeſs; 
be a ſacrifice of love; to thee 1 devote it all, 

through whom all things are mine; and who. 
art more than all other things can poſſidly 
be to me e 
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W. abundant” feMon;. O 
b Saviow, have.TI_ to rgoice and 


moſt 


be glad in thee . Ih thee I have determinbd)! 
of! 


to"fedice ' ern, in the contemiplation 


, thy Virtues thy 
and ven i an _ 


n 85 dy enjoy, and in he 
much greater thou h 


ſures of this . by uf joy in thee, 
— rejoicing; in-thee under all the evils 
and troubles of it, will learn to ſorget or 
make light of them all, andito weep as if I 
wept nat. Thou art my ſanctuary and my 
— 1 dene d rabien. when 1 
my grieſs, and dent, and fears, even in 
thet, and the ſeveral ways I have of conver--: 


ſing with thee. © Jelus, thou Sed lere 
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find an evaſion, I will go with a holy alacri- 

v, and ſhall not he ſdtry ito; havt che joy-of 
my heart ſhine:va in tho light and ſerenity 
of my chuntetrince io there be nohappeœ 
ance of uffectatioh it it. Draw me, O my 
Saviour; by the bands of love! Thou haſt 
thus drawn me, and I feel the ſweet conſtraint. 
O thou bright morning: ſtar, irradiate the 
region of my ſoul with thy heavenly beam 
Thau haſt done it, and. I bleſs the ſacred, in- 
Fence,” O my moſt worthy advocate and 
interceſſor, as there is :1no1 coming unto; the 
Father but by thee; ſo by thee it is I make 
my addreſſes, and in thy mediation, under 
the goodneſs. and mercy of God, I place my 
cruſt! Preſent me to the divine Majeſty, and 
plead with. him for me in. virtue oſ thy ato- 
ning facrifice; and obedience unto death. 
Thou doſt continually diſcharge this friendly 
office for all the ſincerely penitent and. faith - 
ful, and in this confidence, I humbl offer 


up theſe my ſupplications to the Father, of. 


tghrs, and the Father of mercies. 
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CANE " THOU. infinite and eternal 
Majeſty ! The God and Father of our Lord 
74 Chriſt, and our Father in heaven, 
wouchſafe. with an eye of favour and compat- 


s 204 


to mt in particular, which d aaknowlodge\c0- 
have been ſuch —— en- 
hance the guilt offences againſt thee.) 
With —— 9 — = deſireſt 
the eonverſion of Aer the / proſperity of 
thy ſaints; ahd the happineſs of all _—_ are 
vpriglit ig hearty thou haſt abundantly dif- 
| coveted in the inoarration · and death of thy 
well beloved Son, our maſt worthy: Media- 
tor and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt; and in the 
rich vuriet a mem, which thou haſt kind- 
| Se or the healing the matifold dil- 
jw of dur nature, and our continyal pro- 
. —— — 
e 3 in a 
 paſticulaP manner, and not leaſt of all, for 
he Inſtitution of the holy Supper, which 
coming recommended by the authority of 
my bleſſed Saviour, and bearing his name, 
as it was appoimted-whonour of his memo- 
ry, I deſire ever to ſet a very high value 
u 


Being not n * but nyded to at- 
tend chi ſacred Joyfulty accept the 
invitarion, ' himbly | Cults that thy grace 
hath ma 8 me in Gs degree meet to par- 

take of {0 invaluable af privftege,"anid intreat- 


ing thee, that what. is fiber wanting, in 45 
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kindle a flame DIED in my breaſt, 


never to be-extinguiſhed. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may approach 
with the deepeſt ſenſe of my meanneis, un- 
worthinels, and CER wo — _ 
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ge of thy | 

tf thy Saviour's bloodfpaition; with a:lively 
althz an aBounding hbpe; with gratitucle un- 


ſeigned, and joy Aealablec?> 0 and may ſo 


ferl the 9 influence of his example, 


the efficacy of his death, and he ppwer: of 
nis feſbrfeltten that I may Have my W)ẽ,, 
foul transformed into love, be all kindnaſs 


and charity to men, and zeal for God and 


Jeſus; may die unte INT, Ad live unto right- 


eouſneſs, 
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eouſneſs, be able to tread on all the power 
of the enemy, to deny 285 deſpiſe the 
blandiſhments' and te mptatibns of the world; 
have my copverſation in Kade, and over 
come all oppoſition) in the way to ir 3 and, 
finally, after having loved and feryed, anch 
followed my Saviour without ſceing him, 
may be with him, according to his o pray 
et, where he is, to behold his glory and, 
50 the heavenly 102 wle an „ Aleride 
ſſin hongur, an off and 8 pros 
0 15 that. firteth Ph! 7 
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vile Ke 0: MY ſoul, the happy: e wiſh 
— - time is come, a ll epi be. 
gone again! Lay hold of; t ng . opportunity 
make the utmoſt advantag N TE: Ton 
paſt and 2 oſt. Turn. 
away thy. eyes from heholding vanity, and 
look unto Jeſus. Be all attention and rev- 
erence, thy thoughts united and elevated, 
every powef engaged, and all thy affections 
ea. wait on on thy Lord, and miniſter to 
at. his eins ont en e 


Tote 92 5 ere net 


err eren 


el 


* eo is £3 ASS | £4 Fr 


1 
2 


ID 


/ 


+% 0 
7 N 
99 4 * 2 5 
, \ 5 ) ; as 14 


Un: 1004.4 1 CE RR abit TR 
olg hos SEC! let. Hab, dz 45 
ebirnned . 0? fr 0502 mes 1 54 hi d at 
Pad ni two bas gore atofomaid bus 
9 FIND Otel, et bug KO. 
eſt the hearts of all men, andalone kaſt chem 


ect thy 


id eve- 


may hav, 
Abo eiiſ tu D to no? 
=, * * * F . « 

od An- est blugw bovorrony aigl 11 684 


18113 dm. I ff T2711 0208 Hor 
es 5 $55 TON III. 97 nh env 
efiolh 3 N | £4 


onde DEE £2240 1714 2208 not 

| EHOLD, my ſoul, ch Lamb 
of God which taketh away the fin of the 
world! Rightly is he e a Lamb whoſe 
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muchleſs curſing and bitterneſs. Doſt thou pro- 
feſs thyſelf a follqwer,of the Lamb, and glory 
in the title? Learn then of him to be harmleſs 
8 meek and wr in heart, 
alike averſe from deins Ms 18 evil, 
e 09 Fer it. AI „. 
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alle away Fin? ? By Ng i hin dwh Bo-- 
dy on the Tree. He was wovhded fo our 
iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace was 
up im. O heavy-load, which ſunk the 
Son of God, in his Body, to che Brave unc 
had it lain unremoved, would have ſunk the 
world into wins! Worthy i is — Lamb _ 
was ſlain, to receive riches, and 
wiſdom and e -7eN Olthaodvr glory, 
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ak 7 Slit rien. ba- 
Hs is the Body of Ohrid. 
This Seren Bread is intended to ſigniſy 
and prefent the Body of Chriſt! that n 
ven for us, as af afferin 
6d; for a freerfmelling favour un bro 


ken for us, as the Bread in this Sacrament i is 
broken 
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broken before it is diſtributed. His facred 
ficſh was torn and disfigured with the ſcour- 
58 ierced, and violated with the nails and 
t pa r. The Lamb that was. ſeen in the 
ed on the Croſs, made a ſpectacle to God, 
to angels, and to men; highly approved and 
accepted of the firſt, adored by the ſecond, 
mourned by ſome, derided and inſulted over 
by others, of the laſt. O my ſoul, in thy 
judgment of this crucified Jeſus, take for thy 
guide the only wiſe God, and for thy pattern 
in thy behaviour towards him, eh and 
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1 A. o 8 „ IN 
N Dibsr thou, O Jeſus, with 
whom the moſt precious things and moſt ex- 
cellent Beings that can be named amon 

creature are not once to be compared, didit 
thou give thy ſacred ſelf for me on the Croſs, 
and art thou ready to give thyſelf to me in 


che Supper? I give, I conſecrate myſelf, 


without the lealt reſerve, to thec. I cou 
wiſh I was more worthy of thy acceptance. 
But ſuch as I have, andam, I give unto thee; 
and J give it heartily, as unto the Lord, to 
whom I confeſs myſelf to owe more than I 
, is Denen " 
can give. O do thou make me more lik 


thyſelf, 


midſt of the throne had before been ſtretch- 
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fink , hed more of thy beau loyeli. 
nels pon me, fahetith Feen ch It Fl 


er, As p tie to be 55 pelfert n'eVery 
bine un e YR ufd. 
e 
dy. gra 4 0 1 
e 10 de The 19 n Ad be 
977 Hy: Aelpfe ; then 
ee hee 4 th ye! 


wy 1 . 23 30 2180 10 


vi 0 5253 rte bailtou ici lo 3nd yy; 

ng 7 reh uno 2 215 

bas 218 e d1niwot wormdod vl 41 
Y bleſſed Saviour did not- af 


No; it was the leaſt 


fer in his Body only. 
ings that was viſible ; his 


part of his fufferingꝭ chat 


Soul was forrowfu | death, arg la- 
boured under 2 1 05 garden, 


that he ſweat as ĩt wy * 
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And when Jeſus ſuffers and dies, ſhall a liv» 
ing man complain, a man for the pumſh- 
ment of his ſins? When he ſuffers to expiate 
the ſins of others, ſhall I not be contented to 


ſuffer the pains and afflictions neceſſary for 


the gure of my on ſinful affections, and the 
trial and improvement of my own virtues? 
Surely, if he laments his being forſaken, who 
was undoubtedly the Son of God, I have no 
juſt reaſon to queſtion my being a child of 
God, or (ſuppoſing myſelt to be ſo)to think I 
am hardly dealt with, merely becauſe deſtitute 
of thoſe ſenſible conſolations which I have 
ſometimes enjoyed. PRES | 


SECTION VIII. 


w Was there ever ſotrow like that of 


my Saviour's ? Can any thing be ĩmagined 
to exceed it? Yes, O my foul, though his 
ſorrows were unconceivably great, his loye 
was preater, for - his love made him willing 
to paſs through fuch a fea of ſorrows, his 
love brought him to that dark hour, and 
ſupported him in it; love to the rebellious * 
{ons of men, love to thee, O my ſoul ! Here-" 
upon | cannot forbear crying out, was ever 
love like his love? And, re flecting on the 


unparallelled greatneſs both of his forrow * 
and his love, 1 further ſay to myſelſ, is there 
+ as 0 


125 any 


((rs)) 


eny evil ke the evi of ſin/ithè guilyy tlie 
cured pocaſion ofthis dolorous ſcene? From 
whence} am un lech to alk; what 

ingratitude, O imny ſoul, can he equal to thine; 
after alt that cy Redeemer hath dne and 
fuffered for thes;ahow wilt / not be perſiadetl 
to break thyle with his enemies, that is 
with dhy . ins; Ckriſt having no enemy but 
dan wn ſuch as fi hath ASL nem, to him? 
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HY, O my 8. is this Bread 
called the Communion abe Body of Chriſt, but 
at once to ſignify the object commemorated, 
a dying crucified Jeſus, and the near relation 
among thoſe who join in comme ting 
him z that becauſe the Bread 1 ar e allo 
being many, e Body, foraſmucſi as we | 
are all partakers of the one Bread? Chriſtians * 
conſpiring in this ſacred action may, juſtly be y 

lied a Wr e ſince the as 755 is one of bo 


0 x 115 * 


Rr the facrifice — 
one anc ache { ame repre ſented; by, this Bread, 


of Chriſt, how great ſogver their number be 

on ens this-, ſacrifice, and putting 
their truſt. in it, which they declare by their 

united participation of that one Bread, Which 
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Saviour, thy regard- teh 
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tial. Bodi. ur Sodiety, of: whigh: 2 
members, and Chriſt IJ eſus 4s the ad. „O 

myiſaul, Jet thy cnoſt anden wies thy meſh 
importunate! prayers;«.thy moſtl unyeanied: 
endeavours: be fur the peace and unity of the 
Chtiſtian Church, that alli the, faithful in 
Chriſt maybe one, even 2s thou Father art 
in the San, and che don 1n;thees tiiatthay, Ma. 
bai made gitsfeftrin, one, and dwelliaud walk 
in olovech nd refgbre,/ Om ſoul, that Ng1 
psajublzces provocation, ſhall cyer alienate: 
thy afſoctious from any of. thoſe, - who. are: 
fell members of the ſame body: wich thees: 
and make thee forget whiiti tho et 


them; or „ what thou oweſt to thy 
m thou ks 


not better e t zeal to pro- 
mote the 8 W d and welfare 
e e eee) 
wal No 29 Tot biolt yas nail 
„ao 5 orb SECTION nbnam, 100 
Þ: 57 Pata mb 95458 2! zi un ui 
729273 ULD che Jes ſap11Brboldp 
tothe 1904 bim Iſkeing Jeſus weep at the 
grave of - Lazarus '? And — not. with 
much-more fen ſon cry out Behold, how hu 
loved us-wherÞ thinks of his ſheddinig not. 


ters büt Blood!) his ita Blood for us Hen 


16vecd: Us and wafhed U fibriogr: fins in Hiss 
Blood) Ils eondefectifinis to waſh His dit; 


| oples ect cid not more plainy or in a Hote 


affecting 
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affecting manner, diſcover his humility, than 
his waſhing us in his Blood does his love. 
And for ſuch love, what is the moſt proper 
return but love ?; What other return can I 
make that will be accepted, if love be want 
ing ? If 1 love him, he firſt loved me; his 
love was a love of compaſſion and benevo-- 
lence, mine is a love of (gratitude ;- mine s a 
debt; his free. If I. love my fellow- chriſ- 
tians, if Llove all mankindyifl love my ene 
mies, the honour is his to have ſhewed me 
the way; and having ſuch a guide and pat- 
tern, it would be an 1ndelible reproach up- 
on me not to follow him bent it 
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BSERVE, O my foul, tie time 
when thy Lord gave his diſciples the new 
Cammandment offlayty be eauſe though only 
a circumſlance, it is exceeding in we and 
quickeching! It ſeqms, to have been ſgbn after 
what: more proper ſeaſon for the delivery of 
this law, or ſtronger conviction of the reaſon- 
ahleneſs of it, than that afforded by this Ordi- 
natce in which the love of Jeſus is feen riſings; 


and ſpreading; itſelf beyond all bounds, and. 


triumphing over all qppefition,?, If the on: 
mandment is new, in reſpect of the height to 


which 


e 
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which'the diſcigles of Chrift" are to edrty 
their 16v6; che ehamipletis ſtill more new and. 
uc amen by wien it comes reconmtemdeg. 
Should'!Hhey be oed to lay dn fieir Nes 
for tlie bierfifen; ;they” wolld herethlomy vel 
one another as the, their Lord arid 'Maſter* 
had loyed them. Nor ean I fegard 1 A0 
ſuekn Hard ſaying, chat J ami'to 10e f 
enemies (WH he allo"emfoins® mie} fifex, 
when we were. one Chriſt Mett for as, 
that Re rfiigiit Weohtile Us t G&d) gs 
when dying, :prayed for his Enferhics ; eel 
mies whom nothing but his BIOꝗ would ff 
1ﬆy; Father, forgive hem, for” they thine 
what they b. 1 Wil Earn, 0 my Sdyigur; 
how to love öf thee? Never was-the wort? 
taught a more excellent leſſon ; never before 
had this lagtön ſo excellent a esche d 


s tsünlcditt eit ente gi qrurilitg 55 171 


> = Tir I LP 9 | 30 ir | 
1 F 300 *30 ' SECTION:. 52s; of 13 Hart 


Wort FS Tj-13 6 {3:95 of I art bait Hart 
l 


M1: 'FHS-Cop is che New! Jeſtgmenti 
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de eren high, Vas ſhed hed for 

many; or the remiſſion” of ſins. Firſtyithis 
Blood of atonement.was-ſhed for the remiſ- 
ſion of ſins; then, after a ſhort ſpace inter- 


vening, the .Gdiel AfA was more 


tully opened, the new covenant * pro- 


daimed am! 3 of 
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ſins preached in the name of Chriſt among 
all nations. Beſides the confirmation which 
the Goſpel, containing God's Covenant of 
Grace wich mankind, receives from the 
Blaod, or Death of Chriſt, conſidered with 
all its circumſtances, this Blood, being the 
Blood of a ſacrifice, appointed by God: and 
repreſented 1 in the facramental Supper, is, as 
ſuch,;a ſign or ſeal on God's part by which 
the Covenant is ſolemnized, and our affur- 
ance of his deſigns of favour and mercy to- 
wards. us rendered as compleat as we can 
reaſonably wiſh it to be. 
= hink well of this, O my ſoul, and never 
more harbour the leaſt ſuſpicion of the free- 
neſs, the abundance, or the extent of the di- 
vine mercy. ! The mercy of God is not leſs 
conſpicuous in the Covenant itſelf, and the 
manner of eſtabliſhing it, than his faichfulneſs 
is out of queſtion in fulfilling it; only ſeek 
mercy in the way which the Goſpel hath 
marked out to chee, and doubt not but thou 
ſhall find it. The death of Chriſt, and now 


his tife is thy ſecurity. Let the mercy of 
God encourage thy hopes, and his faithfulneſs 


and truth, in Keeping Covenant: be a pattern 
to thine. 
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never, was, never can, never deſire to be ſoy; 
and hops a promiſe never to- act as if I. 
was ! Truly I 4m thy ſervant, thou haſt: Joa 
ed my bonds. Thine Lam by creation, 
thine. by. purchaſe, thine by covenant.” 1 
_ confeſs and triumph in the relation, and ac- 
knowledge all the duties reſulting from it. 
I have ſworn, and cannot repent, that 1 will 
keep thy righteous fatutes ; and I now joy- 
fully repeat che ſolemn engagemetr..” Here 
Tam; Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
Deal with me and mine as ſeemeth good in 
thy fight; thy Will, and not mine, ſhall be 
the rule of my defires and actions, and thy 
glory my ſupreme end. It is thine to com- 
mand and diſpoſe, mine to obey and ſubmit. 
Thou haſt bought me with a price, even 
wich the precious blood of thy own Son, of 
which this ſacramental Wine is a memorial. 
J therefore, as in gratitude bound, preſent 
my whole ſelf, body and foul, to thee, a liv- 
ing ſacrifice, holy, and acceptable, which is 
my reaſonable ſervice, with a full purpoſe of 
heart to glorify thee with both. I conſider 

only 2 expreſſive a very l rrwile 2 
enjoyed by the worthy Cebu * 
is here treated with the condeſcending free - 
dom of a domeſtic ſervant, a gueſt, a friend 
of God, and of Jeſus, bot as an obligation 
upon me to behave at all times, as thy de- 
voted covenantdervant” in Chriſt· O Lord, 


keep 
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rather-would he nat chatncfulliy forget it? 
Thaugh J am not obliged to renouneę the 
ellen or the moderate uſe of any world- 
v advantages that Provideuce hath put into 
my hands, yet 1 am alb ſuch love of them as 
would weaken and , counteract the diviner, 
affections; and much more, that which is 
inconſiſtent with the prevalency of ſuch 
affections. I am to be of ſuch a temper, 
with regard to theſe earthly things, as to be 
able readily to forego them, to enjoy withaut 
abuſing them, and being elated and corrup- 
ted by them, and to do all the wok 1. can, 
with. them. A 9191110 
Can d have: e often, in my 
view; as the Son of God covered with a cloud 
of affliction; a Croſs, and this Lord of glory 
nailed to it, and expiring upon it, and 
have not my affections at all deadened to 
the world? Have the ſame high thoughts 


of it, and the ſame fond attachment to it as 


ever? O my ſoul, it is impoſſible ; thF con- 
reniplation='of a endified' Jeſus! muſk, have 
other effects · It muſt and I cruſt. it hath. l 
laol unto Jeſus, and ſuddenhy the glory of 
the world diſappe 
altits treaſures loſe their imaginary value. 


never meditate on a cruciſied Saviour, never 
remember him at his Table; this I. have 
done, and found the happy influence of that 


example which my Redeemer hath ſetibeſate 
; 1131 : | me 


ars, its charms fade, and | 
Let choſe dat on the world, — 
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fuch polloted lips; will be aſnamedito owume 
for: his, becauſe ſoutterly unwotthy of hiis ap- 
probation. The greater, my ſoul, thy honour in 
thainear accefs thou wart allowed tt Re- 


_ deemer, and the oſtener thou prufeſſeiſt thy 


ſulhe tion tothitn} by partaking oi theme. 
motials cf his Body and Blood, the greate is 
tri obligation to ſohey him, and the greuter 
will be thy guikt if thou doſt not! All che reſt 
of thy: life ĩs to corre ſpond with this particus 
lanactten- ;anclrto1 make good what Ii have. 
virtually promiſed im it a8 q havę done nd 
intondi o do again, if God: give opportunity. 
\ Kg iff JJ 
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Nin 4 WARE, Ox foul, * Kew 
frameſt a degiſi ve judge ut of thy.ſtare-and 
character, merely orichiefſy fromi the manner 
18,which the ſenſiſve part, of. thy nature hath 
been affected at the holy Table! Perhaps, 
thy paſſions have been ſtrongl moved, thou: 
haſt. felt an unuſual livelineſs, and. flow.oftpis: 
rits; 07, On the contrary; haſt had a kind of ddad: 
weight upon thee, :which'-hath'; boxed thee» 
down to the earth, a mote than ordmarycon- 
fine ment in thy thoughts, and languoriin thy 
affections. Now, O my ſoul, in caſe the 
warmth of thy afſections be followed, with an 
anſwerable tenderneſs o conicience!taiger=: 
wardss happy art | thou, and haſt abunidant 
50% reaſon 


'( 7268 ) 


reaſon to be eafy and thankful; not ſo, if it 
be only a ſudden guſt of paſſion, which leaves 

thee as much under the power of ſenſual and 

worldly affections as cver; thy religion is 
vain, ant thou art yet to learn what are the 
firſt principles of practical Chriſtianity:! On 

the other hand, theꝭreflexion on the Node tr 
vour of the duties thou haſt performed, if it 
hath been owing to thy on neglect, and too 
great indulgence to the animal life, much 
more if it hath proceeded from a habit ofiin-! 
devotion, ought to humble thee, and fill ther 
with an uncaſy concern about thy d preſont 
temper. 

But ſuppoſing it not to be chargeable on any 
ſuch criminal cauſes (as thou haſt ground to 
believe it is not when thou art unfeignedly 
deſious of doing better, and findeſt thy 
choice of that which is good, and che der. 
mination of thy Will to it, ore firm and en- 
tire, ſo as to be proof againſt: the temptations 
that aſſault the in thy Chriſtian courſe) be 
not too ſevere in thy — of thyſelf, inaſ- 
much as God who knoweth thy frame will 
make gracious allowances for the weakneſs ' 
of it. The thing thou art principally to at- 
tend to, is thy | 
nary conduct. Am I exact and regular in 
FEI deportment, -watchful over my 


= of my ſpirit be agreeable to my 
an profeſſion? Am more cireum- 


ſpect 


habitual diſpoſition, and ordi-- 


oughts, and careful that the general frame 
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day, while commemotating the 16ve of thy 


Saviour, and excititig thy on by che Meme 
brance of his; reſolved to A ; 


plary; devour; and uſeful life than chen kat 
hitherto dene? Such: reſolc ons are p 
juſt, andy colin able to che Ordin- 

ance of the Supper, and T will Tuppole 9 0 
to habe been fncere; yet, ſtop a" moment, 
and conſider thoſe words of thy Saviour to his" ! 4 
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eſb ir weak. Even thoſe who' want nor in- 
tegrity of heart, are too often more forward 
P to 
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to ſtafſd by thieir Maſter at” ACh Bit . 
teſting, that᷑ though they möwdk Bie e þ 
yet would they not 2 him. Glorious re- 
ſolution! But how poorty kept too; for when 

it came to the trial (to ſay nothing of the 
Traitor Judas) alli but one ſorſook him — 
fled; and he for his part did worſe t 


ſaleg him, he Henierl | him und this} 
they had been celeb the — — F 
theis-Maſtgr, and though they were /zealouſly. 
affected to him, as they had'-reaſon- to be, 
HaMS recgved.athouſand marks of the mot... 

rengerendihip.from him, andre of them! 
being more highly honoured than the creft/ 
with-the light 
this the nd 


all? os this 1 learn the 


kind and provident care of our divine Maſter 

in the counſel he gave his diſciples, and. the 5 

neceſſity of, nas it, To watch and: pray, 
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Goats, and abfolve or condemne re wand or- 
vniſh them, according as their works have 
— Let a. lutlei while, O my ſula nd He- 
that ſhall come will come, and will not tara s 
and when bie 1ſhall appear, - they alloy phat 
have waitedi fot him hall appear with lim 
in glory, having their bodies raiſed from the 
grave, and made like unto his ,, With 
this proſpec̃t I will comfort myſelf under all 
the inkehcities of lite, | and apprehenſions of 
death. 1141 ul: * 5391” 0 25 non 
I muſt die, paſs through the dak valley, 
drink of the cold cup that my Savioun dran 
of; but if I belong to him as a living mem- 
ber of his myſtical body, I ſhall riſe again to 
a bleſſed im mortality. It was, not the de- 
ſign of his death to excuſe his followers from 
dying, but, as connected with his te ſurrec- 
tion, to ſave them from the tertots of that 
laſt enemy; foraſmuch as death is now only 
a dark paſſage to the regiens of immortal 
ight and glory, and we lay down this body, 

ith all its trailties and imperfections, to take 
it up again without them; bright, actiye, and 
incorruptible. Look forward, O my ſoul, 
to that glorious-day || Think what a joyſub 
what a ſurpriſing meeting that will be of 
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